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BEHIND THE TIMES

EWS from France is that work proceeds quietly on the collection of

UFO reports and related data, and the channelling of this information
from its sources to Dr. C. Poher at the Centre National d’Etudes
Spatiales by way of the gendarmerie and the networks of well-established
investigatory groups.

We know that in France, as in the rest of the world, they do not
profess to understand the UFO phenomenon, but they no longer deny
its reality, or grab at every chance to laugh at witnesses. There is in
France, it seems, a welcome determination to get to grips with the
problem and establish a true scientific study.

Something of the same nature is seen to be happening in the United
States. According to our information, Dr. J. Allen Hynek’s Center for
UFO Studies is busily accruing funds, and is building up its organisation.

In the United Kingdom, so often, in the past, proud of its leadership
in new thinking, the choice instead is to lag behind the times, for there
seems to exist here a “will-not-to-think” about this subject. This we
know to our cost, for, through many of its near 20 years of existence,
Flying Saucer Review has endeavoured to give a lead in this subject, but
although it has occasionally received encouragement from abroad, at
home it is invariably a case of having to face up to calumny and
ridicule, and the will-not-to-think.

That this negative attitude is officially encouraged is an open
question, for it seems that it is an attitude which, for example, pervades
the fields of television and radio broadcasting. It is to be expected that
the broadcasters will have failed to have taken note of the recent splendid
example of the French with their Radio-Inter series, and will continue
to get hold of the wrong end of the stick, or to seek a merry diversion at
the expense of the subject’s lunatic fringe.

And the subtle propaganda against the subject will continue, as
witness the James Burke Special programme broadcast by BBC-TV 1 on
June 6, 1974, This was an interesting presentation in which Mr. Burke
launched into a digest of the possibilities of the existence of other
civilisations in our galaxy. Note however that at the outset he had set
the seal on his purpose by asking his studio audience if any of them
“believed there are UFOs.” Some did, and one or two tried to explain
why. So it came as no surprise that the pattern of the programme
developed into a summary of the utter remoteness of the possibility
that denizens of any of these postulated 10,000,000 civilisations would
find us here on Earth, or that we would find them, let alone comm-
unicate with them (for example, the principles of the old Project
Ozma idea were discussed). Mr. Burke demonstrated that it would be
incredible if even once a year an exploring extraterrestrial spaceship
were to locate us out here on our limb of the galaxy.



were to locate us out here on our limb of the
galaxy.

Which all added up to a gentle debunk, in the
nicest possible manner, of UFO reports and reporters,
and of believers in UFOs. All this neatly instilled in
the minds of millions of uncommitted viewers the
idea that UFO reports are nonsense...except for the
few who might have seen through the neat little
deception. It is easy enough to debunk something if
one works from an unbelievable premise. Mr. Burke
introduced the assumption that UFOs are spaceships
from distant advanced civilisations although, as
astronomer Dr. Hynek has stated — and he should
know, after serving for twenty years as Scientific
Consultant on UFOs to the US Air Force invest-
igatory projects — UFOs have never been recorded
entering the Earth's atmosphere from outside.
(Carefully ignored too was the possibility that,
given that UFOs might be the product of very
advanced distant civilisations, their controllers might
well be privy to very advanced ways of getting
here, or perhaps of projecting images of themselves
and their craft into our presence, non-physically and
maybe even with psychic overtones. But to have
speculated along such lines, or to have suggested that
UFOs may originate closer to home, would have

upset the desired debunking effect of an exercise
which required the assumption that UFOs are space-
ships, and that those spaceships operate within the
confines of terrestrial “nuts and bolts” science of
the 3rd quarter of the 20th Century.)

It comes as a welcome breath of fresh air to
learn that in their nightly series of broadcasts in
February and March of this year — referred to
earlier in this article — the French laid before a large
audience most of the known aspects of the UFOs.
M. Robert Galley, the Minister of Defence, declared
that there had been considerable official interest in
UFO reports ever since 1954 — the year of the great
wave.

Let us wish the French success in their good
work, for over here we are falling farther and
farther behind the times, with debunkers and fun-
pokers still being given the large audiences. It
remains for FSR, and a handful of others, to
continue to record the reported facts from all over
the world, and hope thereby to encourage in our
country a rational study of the persistent and
perplexing UFO problem. At least we can rest
happy in the knowledge that our work is being used,
and our words quoted, in other countries where
they keep up with the times. o

REPORTING UFOs ON FILM

February 1972.

late Dr. Edward U. Condon) still prevails.

On Sunday, December 15, 1974, there will be a coast-to-coast TV broadcast in the United States, in
which an hour-long serious documentary film on UFOs is to be featured. The film will be shown at
10.00 p.m. Eastern Time. The title has not been communicated at the time of going to press.

During his recent visit to the United Kingdom, Dr. J. Allen Hynek told me that he has been one of
the advisers on the script, and that a number of recent cases are to be presented and discussed. Included
among these are some which Ted Phillips and he, Dr. Hynek, have investigated. Mr. Phillips, a MUFON
field investigator, will be remembered by readers for his contributions to FSR publications, and
particularly his Landing Report from Delphos, which appeared in FSR Case Histories, Supplement 9 of

Representatives of NICAP and APRO also appear in the film, and the theme is the ““changing
attitude of the public and scientists towards UFO reports.”’

Dr. Hynek also revealed that a second important documentary film, UFOs, Past, Present and
Future, is being prepared to follow in the wake of the first film.

That is good news. It remains to be seen whether or not these films will get a showing in the United
Kingdom. In France, and in the United States there does indeed appear to be a changed, or changing
attitude on the subject. In Britain, however, it seems almost as though serious presentation and
discussion of UFO reports in the press, or on TV and radio, is thwarted by something not unlike a
a ""D-notice’ situation. There is no gainsaying the fact that this country lags so far behind the times
in these matters that the spirit of the fourth, and secret, ““Debunk at every opportunity” recommendat-
ion of the American 1953 Robertson Committee” (supported more recently by the conclusions of the

The existence of the fourth ““debunking’’ clause was revealed when the Report, at the end of the statutory
twelve year period, was de-classified. At that time the late Dr, James E. McDonald called at Project Blue Book's
office to see the report; when, later, he asked to see it again, he was told that it had been re-classified.

CHARLES BOWEN




FRENCH MINISTER SPEAKS

ON UFOs

Text of a radio interview given on February 21, 1974.

Translated by Gordon Creighton

THIS is a translation of a taped recording of an

exclusive interview given by Monsieur Robert
Galley, Ministre des Armées, to Jean-Claude Bourret,
reporter of France-Inter, and broadcast on February
21, 1974, at 8.30 p.m., in one of the series of
thirty-nine programmes devoted to UFO research by
France-Inter between Monday, January 28, 1974,
and Friday, March 22, 1974. Widely reported next
day, with big headlines, in such newspapers as
France-Soir, Le Parisien Libére, L’Aurore, and Le
Figaro, this important news item was apparently
totally ignored by all the British media.

* ok Wk & & OE W

Jean-Claude Bourret: ‘“‘Monsieur le Ministre, you
have granted to France-Inter an interview which will
certainly be epoch-making, as 1 think it is the first
time that a French Minister of Defence has agreed to
talk about the UFO problem. Can you please tell us
now whether you are in possession of information
that will enable you to reply now to the listeners’
questions — information which would otherwise be
unknown to us?”’

Minister: “I don’t know if I can do that, because |
have been engaged for a relatively limited time on
this question, though it has always interested me.
Consequently however I am not in a position to know
all that has been said in the course of your trans-
missions, but I do know that certain people in the
Ministry of Defence are following the series closely.
My own profound belief is that it is necessary to
adopt an extremely open-minded attitude towards
these phenomena. Man has made a certain amount
of progress by the fact that he has sought to explain
the inexplicable. Now, as regards these aerial phen-
omena, these visual phenomena (I won’t say more
than that) which we have gathered together under
the term of “UFO,” it is certain that there are things
that we don’t understand and that are at present
pretty well unexplained; I will indeed go so far as to
say that it is an irrefutable fact that there are today
things that are inexplicable, or poorly explained.

“In 1954 a department was set up in the
Ministére des Armées (Ministry of Defence) for the
purpose of collecting and studying eyewitness
accounts of these apparitions of unidentified objects.
I have read through a certain number of these
eyewitness accounts (some fifty or so) covering the
period up to 1970. One of the earliest of them is
the account of the personal sightings, dated November
20, 1953, by Lieutenant Jean Demery of Air Force
Base 107 at Villa-coublay. In addition there are
reports by the gendarmerie. There are, too, other
sighting reports from pilots, from the commanding

personnel of various Air Force centres, with quite
a lot of details all of which agree in quite a
disturbing manner — all in the course of the year
1954,

“I think therefore that the attitude of mind one
must adopt towards these phenomena must remain
an open one — that is to say, our attitude is not one
of a priori denial. Our forefathers in past centuries
denied all sorts of things that today appear
completely elementary to us, for example such
matters as piezo-electricity, say, or static electricity,
not to mention a whole lot of phenomena to do with
biology. In fact the whole development of science
consists in the fact that at a certain point in time
one realizes that, fifty years before, we knew
nothing, we understood nothing, as regards the
reality of certain phenomena.”

J-C.B: Monsieur le Ministre, have there been cases
in which Mirage aircraft have pursued UFOs over
France?”

Minister: “I don’t think actually in France, on the
basis of the considerable number of reports that I
have read through. But we have had a certain
number of radar sightings. In particular, we had one
radar sighting in Aquitaine in the 1950s. For ten
minutes we were receiving a radar echo that was
inexplicable at the time and remains inexplicable

- today. On the other hand there have been other

radar echoes that were thought mysterious at the
time and that have later been explained as what we
call brouillage, that is to say, interference. All the
same, when all is said and done there remains a
small residue of radar sightings that remain totally
unexplained. And there are similar phenomena
reported in other countries. These are well known.
They have had phenomena in the United States.
And there is the recent phenomenon at Turin. But,
to give a precise answer to your question, the
number of UFO reports from French Air Force
pilots is relatively modest compared with the
situation we encounter in other countries. All the
same there are even some that are classified.””*

J-C.B: ““Are you in touch, Mr. Minister, with other
military bodies abroad on the matter?”

Minister: “No. Since 1970 we have sent on the whole
of our collection of reports to the Group for the
Study of Aerial Phenomena (Groupement d’Etudes
des Phénomenes Aeriens), and every time something

* For details of the Turin incident, see The [talian Scene
Once More, by Gordon Creighton, on page 27 [EDITOR |



extraordinary occurs this is what we continue to do.
These are sightings by pilots, or investigations by the
gendarmerie. Since 1970, in fact, the Air Force has
taken the view that the UFOs represent no sort of
danger — and so the job of studying these phenomena
at the scientific level does not fall within their
sphere. We consider that this is a job for the
National Centre For Space Studies (Centre National
d’Etudes Spatiales), where people like Monsieur
Poher are doing what seems to us to be extremely
interesting work. So we have no direct contact now
in these matters. But, 1 repeat, every time something
strange crops up, we send the report on it to this
National Centre For Space Studies, whose work is
of importance for the whole country.”

J-C.B: All the same, Mr. Minister, unidentified space
phenomena in the skies over France are, it would
seem, still of concern to the National Defence
authorities?”

Minister: “Oh yes, it concerns the National Defence
and this is why we are studying this problem, in an
attempt to see whether we can establish some
correlations. Personally, I am for example very
interested in this phenomenon, which Monsieur
Poher has been describing, of the relationship between
the variations in magnetic fields and the passage of
unidentified flying objects. All this business presents
a whole lot of quite disturbing phenomena which
may of course one of these days be explained
satisfactorily as not being due to the passage of some
specific object or other, but simply as magnetic
phenomena. But, so far as the present moment is
concerned, we are forced to admit that here is some-
thing that escapes our comprehension.

There has also been the extremely impressive
increase in the number of visual sightings of
luminous phenomena, sometimes spherical, some-
times ovoid, travelling at extraordinarily high speeds.
All these are phenomena that call for a certain
degree of attention. But, and I must repeat this, in
the Air Force we don’t take the view that these
matters appear to involve our national air defence.”

J-C.B: “If you were asked to make the military
radar sightings available to the scientists, what would
be your reply?”

Minister: “If anomalies were registered on the
national aerial defence radars, there would be no
reason why we should not communicate such sight-
ings to the scientists. In fact that is precisely what
we are already doing at the present time. I get all
the reports that are coming in from the Air Force,
and from the gendarmerie, and we send them on
directly to the scientists who are dealing with these
matters,”’

J-C.B: “Mr. Minister, you have mentioned the
gendarmerie. Now, our listeners on France-Inter
have heard, several times in this series, the con-
clusions reached in the investigations conducted by
your gendarmes — spectacular conclusions: when a
witness declares that he has seen a saucer land and
that he has seen small humanoids near the saucer,
very frequently the gendarmes reach the conclusion

that the witness is speaking the truth. What do you
yourself think about this?”’

Minister: “Well, of course 1 should no doubt be a
great deal more cautious. But all the same I must
say that if your listeners could see for themselves
the mass of reports coming in from the airborne
gendarmerie, from the mobile gendarmerie, and
from the gendarmerie charged with the job of
conducting investigations, all of which reports are
being forwarded by us to the C.N.E.S. (National
Centre For Space Studies), then they would see that
it is all pretty disturbing.

My view about the gendarmerie is they are
serious people. When they draw up a report, they
don’t do it haphazardly. If there were only one or
two ~such reports, one might indeed think that
perhaps the gendarmerie’s good faith had been
deceived. But 1 must tell you that in fact the
number .of these gendarmerie reports is very great,
and they are very varied. The whole thing is of
course still very fragmentary but I must emphasise
that, in this UFO business, it is essential to preserve
an extremely open mind. On the one hand one
cannot doubt the good faith of eyewitnesses who are
clearly entirely sincere. And, at the same time, it is
at present still far too early to draw the least
conclusion from it at all.”

For those of you who read French
TWO EXCELLENT BOOKS FROM FRANCE . ..

LA NOUVELLE VAGUE
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Le dossier OVNI de France-Inter

(The New Wave of Flying Saucers: the UFO dossier
of France-Inter)

by JEAN-CLAUDE BOURRET

The account, with transcriptions, of the 39 broadcasts —
and of those not broadcast
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MYSTERIEUX SOUCOUPES
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with the participation of

AIME MICHEL and JACQUES VALLEE

A brilliant study of the phenomenon: many
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J. CHASSEIGNE, J. TYRODE.

Published by EDITIONS ALBATROS, Paris.
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CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER

Gordon Creighton

HRONICLED in brief below are the main

features of an affair that FSR readers may find
peculiar, interesting, and also... instructive.

Early in 1973 Monsieur Michel Texier of the
French ORTF (Office de Radiodiffusion-Telévision
Frangaise) arrived in London as their Dglégué
Permanent, to take charge of the London Office. He
has been for many years a close friend of Aimé
Michel. In due course 1 had the pleasure of a most
agreeable meeting and lunch with Monsieur Texier,
having in the meantime learned from his office that
the French Radio people were planning a serious
study of the UFO problem. I was invited to part-
icipate, and went along on January 28 of this year
and gave a taped interview in French to Monsieur
Henri Di Donna, ORTF’s talented ‘“No.2” in
London — whom I found, incidentally, to be fluent
in Chinese, so I had the unusual experience of
talking with him at some length in that language as
well as in French.

Monsieur Di Donna asked also for the names and
addresses of one or two eyewitnesses in recent
British cases, so he was given details of Anthony
Russell,! Stephen Gill,2 and Roderick Baird.?

In due course the series of radio transmissions in
this series on UFOs went out, on the Paris radio
channel France-Inter, at 8.30 p.m., covering a period
of no less than thirty-nine days (!), from January 28
to March 22, each day’s broadcast lasting some
fifteen minutes or so. Many important witnesses and
investigators and scientists were interviewed, and
the series was an instant and tremendous success.

The ORTF — unlike certain folk we can think of
nearer home — have earned the thanks and gratitude
of all serious UFO research students throughout the
world for the honesty and sincerity and thorough-
ness with which they put out these remarkable
broadcasts.

Not long after the termination of the series, our
correspondent Jean Bastide of Aix-en-Provence sent
me on loan, so that I might make my own copies,
six tape cassettes containing all the interviews. I
take this opportunity to thank Monsieur Bastide
again for his very kind and thoughtful piece of
assistance.

When I sat down to play the cassettes through, I
found that Messrs. Russell, Gill, and Baird were all
included, and all three came over very well, the
former in English with French translation super-
imposed, and the other two in French. With some
surprise however it was noted that, while such names
as Vallée, Poher, and Guérin figured among those
interviewed and broadcast, other names, such as
Hynek, Michel, and Saunders, were missing. So too
was my own. The cassettes did not contain the
interview I had given in London.

I wrote therefore to the ORTF enquiring how this
had come about, and was astonished to receive in
due course from Monsieur Jean-Claude Bourret,
producer of the series, the letter of which I give an
English translation below. (Jean-Claude Bourret, I
should add, is 32. Extremely energetic, he is the
“grand reporter” on France-Inter, and he has
covered the Apollo launchings for the French public
from Cape Kennedy and the Houston NASA Centre.
He says he was a total sceptic about UFOs right up
to the new “Wave” over France and Italy in the
autumn and winter of 1973. What changed everything
for him, as he admits, was the famous case over
Turin on November 30, when not only pilots of
aircraft, but also the radar, registered the passage of
the mystery object.)

France-Inter
Bureau 3431
Maison de la Radio
75016 PARIS

May 10, 1974

My very dear Mr. Creighton,

There has occurred here a scarcely believable
event, which I authorize you to publish in your
excellent Review. My office at the ORTF was
broken into, and the recordings of various people
(yourself included) have been stolen.

The accounts of Messrs Gill, Baird, and Russell
were broadcast on France-Inter on Thursday, February
14, at 8.30 p.m. The interview which you yourself
had very kindly given to Henri Di Donna was due to
be broadcast on some date after Monday, March 11,
that is to say, in the second part of the Programme,
which was reserved for the views of the scientists
and specialists on the UFO Problem.

Unfortunately however, on Monday, March 18, a
mysterious burglar carried off all the tapes which
were still waiting to be broadcast. That this was an
act of deliberate malevolence is beyond question. In
the metal press where these taped recordings had
been stacked, there were two piles side by side: those
interviews that had already gone out, and those that
were still to be broadcast. Only this second pile was
taken.

Consequently they carried off not only your
interview but also the interviews that had been
given by Dr. Hynek, Dr. David Saunders, the
astronomer Pierre Kohler, Cardinal Daniélou, and
other scientific notabilities, particularly Swiss and
Belgian scientists. Who did this, and why? That is the
question,

However, as it turned out, by a surprising chance,
and almost as though I had had a presentiment, I
had already asked my secretary to make a transcript



of your interview as soon as we had received it. So I
still have the written text of what you said to Henri
Di Donna. The only interviews that we had in fact
thus transcribed were yours and those of Dr. Hynek
and Dr. Saunders, and if you will now give me your
authorization I shall be very happy to publish your
interview in the book which thousands of radio
listeners have been demanding from me ever since
this series of programmes went out, making a con-
siderable impact in the world, and particularly after
the exclusive statements made to me by Monsieur
Robert Galley, the Minister of Defence. (“It is
incontestable that there are phenomena which are
unexplained!”)

I hope you will forgive me for not having advised
you immediately after the theft of the tapes, but I
was anxious at the time not to give too much
publicity to the affair, hoping that in this way our
enquiries would be facilitated.

Unfortunately however the thief has not been
identified and is still at large.

Yours very cordially,
Jean-Claude Bourret

Monsieur Bourret has indeed lost no time. For the
book in question? is already out, and is a real block-
buster. I hope that all who read French will not fail
to see it. It will certainly rank among the very few
books — perhaps twenty or thirty — that are of
capital importance for the study of our subject. The
statements by Messrs Hynek, Vallée, Michel, Poher ,
Saunders, and Guérin will be of exceptional interest,
and 1 hope to translate some or all of them in the
near future. (As for the crucial statement by
Monsieur Robert Galley, French Minister of Defence,
I have dealt with that already, and the translation
appears elsewhere in this edition of FSR.)

With regard to the actual UFO cases, humanoid
encounters, etc., given in this book, I ought perhaps
to emphasise here that most of them (Valensole;®
the UFO that buzzed Angelo Cellot and his tractor;®
the little “black devils” of Cussac,’” and so on) are
probably already known to FSR readers, having
already appeared in either Lumiéres Dans La Nuit or
Phénomenes Spatiaux and subsequently in translations
made by us from those two excellent French
journals. As 1 have already suggested, the great
value of this book for our readers will therefore lie
rather in the statements of the various scientists and
researchers and, obviously of course, most of all in
the revelations now made by the French Minister of
Defence. (Incidentally, these revelations only bear
out what we were saying years ago in FSR, namely
that France had a government department studying
the UFO problem ever since 1954.)

The Sky Watch

Before we move on to deal with other matters
arising out of the France-Inter broadcasts, this seems
the appropriate moment to mention something else
which will in all likelihood give as much pleasure
to many FSR readers as it did to me.

During several of the evening programmes leading

up to March 22 (the concluding broadcast of the
series), France-Inter announced to their vast listening
audience that, on the following night, i.e. Saturday,
March 23, 1974, they proposed, in collaboration
with Lumiéres Dans La Nuit, to hold a skywatch
throughout the whole of France, from 9.00 p.m.
until midnight. The participating public were urged,
in several of these announcements, to remain alert
on the night in question, as many as possible with
loaded cameras at the ready to snap a UFO, and to
send in their photos and reports of their sightings to
the ORTF as soon as possible.

By the time that Saturday, March 23 arrived,
millions of people throughout France knew about
the skywatch, and tens of thousands took part in it,
clutching their cameras.

And the result? “Not a single sausage!,”” as the
saying goes. Throughout the length and breadth of
France not one single person claimed to have seen or
photographed a UFO that night.

So much, then, for the thesis, often advanced
by our critics, that talk of UFO sightings generates
other UFO sightings, and that the phenomenon
snowballs, folk seeing UFOs everywhere through
suggestibility and ““because they want to see them.”

The purpose of ORTF and LDLN in holding the
skywatch was to test this thesis. (Naturally they
did not say so until afterwards.)

A Tragedy

Passing now to the other aspects which 1
mentioned, it is necessary to record that, to the
mystery of the filched tapes and the fun of the
skywatch that proved its point, there is added
tragedy.

One of the influential “interviewees,”” whose
opinions on the UFO Problem “somebody” evidently
thought it necessary to suppress, was the eminent
Cardinal Jean Daniélou of the Roman Catholic
Church: a man noted for his great scholarship, his
enormous integrity, his courage, and who was one
of those Cardinals already rated — to employ the
Italian term — as papabile, i.e. of such a stature as to
be capable of being made Pope one day.

This profound philosopher and eminent Hellenist,
who (while I cannot say that we know what ideas he
actually held on UFOs) at any rate believed in the
Universality of Life and Spirit, the Plurality of
Worlds, and the existence of Higher Intelligences
in the Cosmos, was to die of a heart attack — so it
stated on May 20, 1974, just a few weeks after the
radio series and, so it is claimed, in strange circum-
stances for a Cardinal of the Church. For, according
to a version published by the newspaper Le Canard
Enchainé, he died in the Paris apartment of one of
those ladies who are described as being not of the
highest virtue, and it seems moreover that he was
carrying a large sum of money upon his person at the
time.

Naturally the Cardinal’s reputation has been
ruined, and the floodgates opened for a mass of
speculation, much of it slanderous. What seems quite
certain is that, had the Cardinal been in search of
the mere pleasures of the flesh, he would scarcely



have needed to have recourse to this particular type
of lady, nor is it conceivable that he would have
conducted his activities in quite so vulnerable and
indiscreet a fashion.

Far more likely is it (as I am assured from a very
competent source) that Cardinal Daniélou was
carrying the large sum of money because he was
trying to rescue somebody else, maybe a friend or
colleague, from a blackmail trap, and thus fell into
disaster himself. A campaign is now under way in
France to discredit him and to dishonour his name,
his memory, his writings.

The motive for stealing the tapes

One French UFO investigator, whose opinion is
valued highly, thinks that it is all of no importance,
and merely due to “rivalry between journalists.”

But another eminent French investigator considers
that the motive for this “mini-Watergate” lies far
deeper than that. In his view, whoever lifted the
unused pile of tapes evidently had no objection to
the earlier airings of remarkable UFO experiences by
many witnesses, or to the broadcasting of the views
of such prominent scientists as Dr. Pierre Gueérin,
Dr. Claude Poher, Dr. Jacques Vallée, the radio-
astronomer Dr. Jean-Claude Ribes (of CNRS, the
French National Space Research Centre), Patrick
Aimedieu (also a CNRS researcher), Dr. Rémy
Chauvin, Professor of Biology at the Sorbonne, and
the palaeontologist Jean-Michel Dutuit (also of CNRS).
Presumably the views of all, or some, of these folk —
at any rate certainly those of Vallée, Guérin, and
Poher — were already so well known throughout
France that any further ventilation of them now
was not held to be particularly dangerous or incon-
venient. What — according to this theory — the theft
was designed to prevent was the dissemination to
millions of French, and other European listeners, of
the fact that similar views about UFOs are held by
foreign experts of the calibre of Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
late consultant to the U.S. Air Force on UFOs, and
Dr. David Saunders, psychologist and dissenting
minority view holder who was sacked from the
Condon Commission because he had laid bare some
dirty tricks.

Aimé Michel’s tape was also taken, despite the
fact that his views are already so well known
throughout the world.

However, a third theory is also possible. For it is
an interesting point, worth noting, that running
through no less than three? of the statements on the
stolen tapes there is a certain common theme. This
theme relates to a possible source of the UFOs, or
of some of them. Is this why the tapes were taken?
(So far as I can see, none of the speakers on those
tapes which did get broadcast had touched upon
this particular possible source for the UFOs, or some
of them.)

If this third hypothesis is correct, does it then
mean that “somebody” already knew in advance
what the tapes contained? Has not John Keel
suggested! © that “somebody” might have the whole
of our electromagnetic field under permanent
surveillance? If this admittedly speculative reasoning
is correct, then it looks as though “somebody” is

mighty anxious that we Earthlings do not learn the
truth about “something,” which, 1 suggest, might
relate to the 64-billion-dollar question: who owns

and_controls this planet...and us?
Seeing that such a key figure as the French

Minister of Defence himself had quite cheerfully let
the cat out of the bag during the programme by
admitting not only that UFOs exist but that the
French Government has been studying them since
1954, it is hardly sensible to argue that the pilfer-
ages of the tapes can have been the work of the
French Intelligence or Security authorities (who are,
anyway, themselves under the Ministry of Defence).

If John Keel's thoughts about the ‘“‘permanent
monitoring of our electromagnetic field” are well-

‘founded, then could some of the ‘““others” — one

can think, for example, of the so-called MIB — be
behind the pilfering of the tapes? Do certain
terrestrial government agencies do their bidding (be
it consciously, or unconsciously, makes no great diff-
erence) having long ago been taken over?

As has been patent throughout all the years since
the famous Robertson Panel of scientists was set up
by the CIA in January 1953 to supervise and speed
the process of “debunking the UFOs at every
opportunity” in the public mind,'! the CIA have
conducted themselves with notable ruthlessness against
UFO eyewitnesses and UFO investigators, and have
been prepared to go to great lengths to secure their
ends. (In this respect they are no different from
their much more formidable and much more prof-
essional rivals, the KGB, and it is worth recalling
that while they fight one another on the general
world scene, they could well be in close collaboration
on UFO matters; after all, Dr. Condon was in touch
with his opposite number at the Soviet Academy
of Sciences in 1968 after wide publicity had been
given to UFO research activities in the Soviet
Union, and the clamp-down by the Academy of
Sciences on discussions of UFOs — announced in
Pravda? — came just a few months before the
attempted Kiss of Death of the Condon Report.)

The lengths to which the CIA have gone have
been brought out in Major Donald Keyhoe’s books,
and nowhere better than in the last one,!® which
can be strongly recommended to all who desire to
know more about the Dirty Tricks Brigade, and
their campaigns of slander and menace designed to
ruin the reputations, careers, and lives of ‘“‘dangerous”
witnesses. The case of the airline pilot Captain
Killian is a prime example. Also the cases of Captain
Ruppelt, himself formerly in charge of Project Blue
Book, who was obliged to re-write the later chapters
of his book The Report On Unidentified Flying
Objects (1956) and totally reverse his conclusions!
Then, too, we have the example of Vice-Admiral
R.H. Hillenkoetter, USN, Ret'd., (himself a former
Head of the CIA!) who was forced to sever his
connexions with NICAP and give up his position on
their Governing Board.!4

Ralph and Judy Blum’s new Bantam paperback!®
(another blockbuster) which came out early this
year also has some forthright things to say about
these matters, and about the notorious Condon
Committee.



Publicity for the French broadcasts

As will be clear, the whole series of broadcasts,
and especially the revelations of the French Minister
of Defence, had quite a retentissement in France. To
our own knowledge, the Minister’s statement figured
under banner headlines in the neWwspapers France-
Soir, Le Parisien Libére, L’Aurore, and Le Figaro,
and doubtless it was also reported in a host of
French provincial papers of which we have no
record. All of which shows conclusively that France
is not merely the country where (as we knew already)
the best calibre of brains and intellectual quality has
been recruited to Ufology but also the country
where the highest standard of honesty about the
UFO Problem is displayed by the radio and tele-
vision media and press, as well as the highest degree
of honesty at governmental level, as is exemplified
by Monsieur Robert Galley.

All of which does great honour to France, home
of intellectual liberty, inheritor par excellence of the
Mantle of Hellas.

And what was the effect here in Britain of the
thirty-nine-day series of broadcasts and the Minister’s
statement?

Answer: Precisely nil. Obviously the matter was
“very well taken care of” here, because we have not
seen, up to the date when I write this (July 20),
the slightest shred of indication that either the
broadcasts or the Minister’s declaration have been
reported or mentioned in any of the British Media.
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SOME RECENT WELSH CASES

F W. Holiaay

THE prevalence of UFOs over Wales seems to be

widespread and — according to Vincent Kane,
“anchor-man” of BBC Wales — is increasing. Several
sightings and what seems to have been a landing
have occurred within the last year or so particularly
in the Cwmbran area. Vincent Kane says: “Whatever
they are — flying saucers, UFOs — they’ve been seen
in all parts of Wales. A sighting was reported
recently in Prestatyn, another off the west coast of
Wales and another was seen in Monmouthshire.
Many sightings have been near military establish-
ments such as Aberporth. The latest in Wales was at
Croespenmaen above an empty advance factory.
There had been an earlier sighting at Croespenmaen
by a group of local people a few months ago and
then a further sighting by Mr. Glanmor Bebb.”

Kane continued: **Mr. Bebb had been working in
the stables near his home, which is isolated. On this
occasion it was in the evening of a very clear night.
Mr. Bebb set off for home and then paused and sat
on a bank to watch the sunset. It was then he saw
his unidentified flying object — just above the
government advance factory about 400 yards away.”

Mr. Bebb said: “What made it very funny to me
was the way it was hovering quietly. It went down,
rising...it seemed to be exerting pressure as it was
going down and suction as it was rising up. 1 was
watching it for ten minutes just going up and down
and then, all at once, it flashed across the sky at
tremendous speed and I counted...in four seconds it
reached the horizon. You couldn’t define an actual
object — it was more like a haze. I called the wife
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Map showing the location of Michael Browning's
sighting

and she described it as a yellow light like a saucer.”

David Allen, the BBC’s representative in West
Wales, told me that he found the reports interesting
and impressive because of the confirmatory evidence.
For instance on January 6, 1966, several fishermen,
including myself, were at Saundersfoot harbour when
we saw a strange illuminated object skimming a few
feet above the waves heading towards Ireland. A
woman lying in bed looked out of her window and
also saw this object. An aircraft coming over from
Shannon observed an unidentified light over the
southern Irish Sea a little later in the night, as did the
crew of a London plane heading for Shannon. When
these reports were radioed back to shore, a minor
alarm was raised enough to cause the Fishguard
lifeboat to turn out. Mr. Allen himself was put on
the alert at the prospect of a news story. The lifeboat
however found nothing, and Mr. Allen expressed the
belief that the entire incident was inexplicable.

Lights in the sky should obviously be regarded
with some caution. There is no doubt that reflections
coming off the contrails of high-flying aircraft have
been mistaken for UFOs and a case of this sort
occurred in South Wales recently. The researcher
however has no need to waste time on reports of
what may in fact have been sightings of Skylab,
satellites and helicopters when there are plenty of
much harder cases in the files. I found it impossible
to get this point over to Dr. Phil Williams, the
physicist of Aberystwyth University, who argues
that all of us have our flying saucer stories and that
these always turn out to be objects or phenomena
that can be explained in normal terms. Two recent
cases show that this can hardly be so.

Michael Browning, an industrial chemist aged 44
was fly-fishing on the Western Cleddau river in
Pembrokeshire one evening in early August, 1972.
He was having trouble with his casting and in
consequence was glancing at the tip of his rod as it
went up above his head. Suddenly he became aware
of an object in the sky overhead. At first he paid’
little attention, being absorbed in the fishing, until
he glanced a second time and saw it was still there.
It appeared to be cylindrical, and was a dark grey or
dark brown in colour. At one end it seemed to have
an orange spot and, while he watched it, it suddenly
started to move. It accelerated and moved away
rapidly in a south-westerly direction. Mr. Browning
stressed the fact that the object was stationary and
that the acceleration began slowly and increased
rapidly. He described the object as ‘““something not
normal” and says he had never seen anything like it
before. He heard no sound of any sort from the
object. He says he finds it hard to estimate the
length of the cylinder because its altitude was un-
known and there was no point of reference. Even
so, he feels it was not very high and he was able to



Orange spot (was in trailing
position before departure)

Wolf’s Castle UFO after sketch by Michael Browning.
He was not sure whether the leading edge was
pointed or not.

follow the first part of its departure over the land-
scape before it flashed out of view. He had no
subjective sensation of being watched or observed.

The witness in this case is a personal friend and I
know the location of the sighting, near Wolf’s
Castle, very well indeed. The experimental rocket
station at Aberporth is about 25 miles away to the
NE. If this station has been able to develop a
soundless missile able to hover over the earth and is
prepared to fire such a projectile over populated
areas, contrary to all regulations, then the Wolf’s
Castle object may have been one of these. This
seems to me most unlikely. It seems even more
unlikely in view of the fact that I used to know the
Lt. Colonel in charge of the Aberporth rocket-pads
socially some years ago, and he told me of various
puzzling objects that had been detected by his radar
scanners at various times. Details of course were
hidden under the Official Secrets Act and it is under
cover of this sort of censorship that sceptics such as
the U.S. Air Force, Dr. Phil Williams and the
Nuffield Radio Astronomy Laboratories at Jodrell
Bank are able to do their negative sniping.

However the problem may be more complex than
we suppose as another Welsh case shows. Upholders
of the “nuts and bolts™ theory are urged to study it
with great care.

On a mid-summer morning in 1959, Mr. D. J.
Harris, an area insurance agent, was walking down
Charles Street in Milford Haven at about 11.00 a.m.
About a hundred yards ahead of him, on his side
of the street, was the 70 foot high tower of the
Tabernacle chapel. Suddenly he heard the sort of
whispering sound one would associate with a low-
flying glider. Simultaneously an object appeared above

Milford UFO after sketch by D.J. Harris
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the buildings on the right hand side of the street,
roughly opposite the chapel, and he had a very
clear view of it. It was following a downward path
and was about 50 feet from the ground. He describes
it as enormous, and says it must have been 150 feet
in diameter. It was a metallic grey in colour rather
like weathered aluminium. This object was travelling
quite slowly and was spinning equally slowly, so
much so that Mr. Harris thinks he saw only a part
of one revolution while it was in view. The object
was in the form of a flattened ellipse and around the
widest part of the diameter appeared deep scallops
or fluting. Although the object was rotating it
didn’t alter the profile it was presenting to the
observer, and Mr. Harris agrees that this suggests
that the plan-view must have been circular. This
object was in plain view for at least 10 seconds as it
sailed low over the street before disappearing behind
the Tabernacle tower. The amazed witness at once
ran down the street believing that the thing, whatever
it was, had crashed into the waters of the Haven,
since this is where its downward track must have
ended. However when he reached the chapel and
could look at the sea there was nothing whatever in
sight. Nor was anything ever reported.

This case seems to me to be one of particular
interest. 1 have interviewed Mr. Harris at great
length and am convinced he saw what he describes.
However I am quite unable to believe that an object
of this size, moving almost at street level, was
generally visible at Milford that summer morning.
There are just too many people around and too
many pairs of binoculars on ships for it to be
possible. Mr. Harris agrees about this. We are really
forced to the conclusion that no-one saw this UFO
except the witness and that, in fact, it was visible



only to him. If so, this invests flying discs with a
curious new quality. Like the ghost which may be
visible to some witnesses but not to others, the
Milford UFO may be offering us a gratis clue as to
its real nature.

In the course of conversation 1 found that Mr.
Harris had certain psychical qualities such as the
ability to dowse. He was also keenly interested in the
possible implications of what he had seen. However
he had never seen a UFO before, nor has he seen
one' since; nor has the sighting affected his way of
life. One wonders therefore how the observer comes
to be selected as an observer, and what laws are
involved. Is it what T. C. Lethbridge called resonance
— a question of being on the right mental waveband
at the right time? Are saucers in fact devices for
lowering the frequency of beings normally existing
on a much higher frequency-band in the scale of
cosmic existence? Do the hard landing cases followed
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by the eventual flying away and disappearance
simply show the process going through a full cycle?

The investigator in Wales is impressed by the
fact that so many people have had UFO experiences
of one sort or another; yet these are reported
outside the family only rarely. One wonders how
many thousands of such encounters occur with no-
one being any the wiser. The unknown flying
object is still with us and probably has always been
with us. My latest report is from a dentist who
told me that he was standing with friends over-
looking St. Brides bay when they saw a UFO in the
form of a saucer above the sea. He was sufficiently
impressed to amass a large collection of UFO
books in an effort to make sense of the phenomenon.
I can only suggest that Dr. Williams and other
sceptics forget what they know and concentrate on
what they don’t know. Because, quite clearly, they
are missing something.

WHERE ARE THE NEW THEORIES?

[ Grattan-Guinness

ONE of the more striking features of current

research into wufology and its history is that
interconnections are being established between
previously  separate areas of  extra-scientific

phenomena and human activity, which can then be
regarded as branches of a more unified range of
accomplishments. Man who sees flying saucer may
also be man who can read minds or dematerialise
bodies or have visions, or whatever; and, moreover,
this may always have been the case. Those ordinary
members of our modern democratic (or better, our
non-hereditarily monarchic) societies who possess
such gifts may be the descendants of ancient kings,
angels, or higher beings, who ruled by virtue of
their greater powers over the ancestors of the rest of
us.
Mr. John A. Keel's latest book, Our Haunted
Planet, 1971, London: Neville Spearman 208 pp.
£2.10, is one of the recent attempts to survey these
separate areas of supranatural phenomena and seek
a unifying explanation for them. Thus, we have
chapters on ancient maps, civilisations and artefacts;
unusual materials and planetary motions; Velikovsky;
men in black; Mormonism and other ‘‘religions”;
UFO contacts; magic and possession; unexplained
radio signals; teleportations; and predictions.

Readers of Mr. Keel’s previous book, Operation
Trojan Horse, will already know that Keel favours
the postulation of the ‘‘ultraterrestrials”, species
(one or many) from elsewhere who seeded our
planet long ago and have kept us under regular
surveillance ever since. However, this thesis seems to
carry certain distinctions which Keel did not fully
examine. Are the ultraterrestrials supposed to come

here from far distant regions of the universe? If so,
then we require quite new theories of energy con-
version and the transportation of masses. Or do the
ultraterrestrials share our space but move in and out
of it? If so, then we need a theory of different
interacting physics; geometry itself is not enough, for

I can easily postulate a million different universes in

the space of my drawing-room if none of them
interacts physically with ours.

In his new book Mr. Keel has not made progress
with his thesis, for he has submerged it in the range
of phenomena which he has described rather than
used it to select those phenomena which form its
most striking tests. For this reason, I found the
book less penetrating than its predecessor and more
like general books on the problem written by others.
In many ways it is better than other books, for
Keel works harder at his subject than most people
and knows more about it than they do. But much
of this knowledge is compromised by his frequent
failure to refer the reader to other literature on a
topic receiving discussion or mention. Indeed, he
makes a bad start with a display of enthusiasm for
the Piri-Reis map which the map does not seem to
deserve.*

On the whole I was disappointed that Keel did
not aim toward heights of which he is surely
capable. But his book does contain passages of great
interest which must make the reader ponder afresh
on the possible haunters of this planet and the
control that they might be exercising over us.

* See P.C.W. Davies, “The Piri-Reis map; fact and fiction”,
Flying Saucer Review, 18 (1972), No.2, pp.21—28.



LUMINOUS “SNAILS” NEAR
TRAUNSTEIN, AUSTRIA

Ernst Berger

A report on a field investigation conducted by the author and Rudolf K. Pavlik of Vienna

TRAUNSTEIN, which is in the Zwettl district, is

a small rural community on a range of hills
overlooking the ““Highlands of Ottenschlag,” a south-
ern part of the *“Waldviertel Highlands” in the
north west corner of Lower Austria. Nine hundred
and eleven metres above the Adriatic Sea level,
Traunstein is surrounded by coniferous forests, lakes,
and open fields. The region is littered with boulders,
the so-called ‘“‘Wackelsteine,” which are large,
roundish, weather-worn rocks typical of the
Waldviertel landscape. Geologically it belongs to the
Austrian part of the Bohemian Massif, an uplifted
peneplain  made up of strongly metamorphosed
schists. The village of Traunstein is situated 8 kms
NE of Mt. Weinsberg (1039 metres high), which is
covered by the Weinsberger Woods, a wild and
sparsely populated area 9 kms West of Ottenschlag
and 25 kms SSW of the Allentsteig military training
ground near Zwettl (chief city) by the River Kamp,

a deserted and cold region known as one of
Austria’s *“‘zero degree poles.” Industrial under-
development, *“landflight” and a low population

density in the Zwettl district make the Traunstein
sightings a good example for Vallée’s ““first negative
law,” though no landing was observed.

Johann Pritz (age 21), the main witness of our
case, is a compositor at a printing works at Zwettl.
His brother Gerhard is a skilled locksmith of 16
years. Both are intelligent country lads with good
eyesight, somewhat taciturn, but perfectly reliable
in my opinion. They live with their mother in a
small farmhouse  between two groups of
“Wackelsteine” known as the Wachtstein and the
Franzosenstein, and near to a double bend in the
minor road leading out of the western side of
Traunstein, towards Schoenbach, the next village.

The first sighting

According to Vienna'’s Central Meteorological
Station, ‘““Hohe Warte,” a stable European high
pressure system had full influence on Austrian

weather throughout the night of October 28/29,
1973, The local weather report from the Zwettl
station reads: *‘28.10; 19 hrs — no clouds, calm,
-20, no precipitation. 29.10; 07 hrs — clouds 1/8
calm, -6°, no precipitation, minimum nighttime
temperature -79.7 _

It was a cold, starry night with excellent visibility,
no moon after midnight, and only Mars and

Jupiter in the sky. Johann Pritz went to bed at
8.00 p.m. Central European Time and slept well
until 0.30 a.m. on Monday, October 29, when he
started up. His friend Karl Fichtinger was knocking
at the bedroom window,

“He wanted me to come out and look at an
extraordinary thing in the southern sky. I dressed,
went outside, and there it was. You might have taken
it for a star at first glance, but watching it more
carefully you would see it was much nearer, giving
off a different light and strange periodical light
‘signals.” I got my 8 x 40 binoculars and aimed them
at the ‘star’ over the woods.” It was some kind of
luminous globe with fuzzy edges, hanging motionless
at 99 elevation. The yellow-orange light looked calm
and steady, not dazzling, but ‘“restful to the eyes.”

Said Pritz: “The whole surface was shining
brightly, you could hardly see its shape. And it was
artificial light, bright enough to catch theeye at
once. But the striking detail was the signal.”

The so-called signal consisted of two beams of
curved light that were slowly projected upwards
from the main body. It was hard for Johann Pritz to
describe the details. “Well...”” he said, ‘it looked

Map of Traustein
1. Prospect Point
2. Observation Point 17.11.73
3. Pritz’s House
route of October 29



like a pair of snail feelers. The two orange-yellow

beams came out they were light, but crept up
slowly and were projected upwards and bent
outwards high up. Then they stopped moving, the
two tips turned faint green, a green mist fell down
sideways, then the rays were gone. There followed
a delay of about 5 seconds and then the
started again extending, stopping, turning green,
and switching off, periodically.”

Pritz said the ‘“feelers” were about 4 or 5 times
the diameter of the fuzzy globe, but a goniometric
test on the site later revealed he was rather under-
estimating, the length being 6 to 7 diameters. And
they were not only high, but perfectly clear, *‘...like
two lines drawn with a piece of chalk, with only
the dark sky in between them.”

The light, it seemed, wasn’t solid, but it behaved
like a solid. Herr Pritz had never seen anything
like it before.

In our investigation I asked him to re-live both
phases of interest in ‘“‘real time,” first a bit too
slowly, then a bit too quickly, and used my stop-
watch for the test. We got 7 10 seconds for a
complete “extension’” and the tips turned yellow-
green 2 or 3 seconds before “switch-off.” The second
test, for the dark phase, showed a greater variance;
the beams reappeared after 2 to 5 seconds. The
maximum duration for a full period would be 15
seconds, which means at least four *“signals’” per
minute. Pritz also remembered that there were
short beams shining constantly downwards from the
bottom of the object, and a slight shift of colours
towards green and red on the edges (compare with
second sighting), but it was a minor effect, and much
more exposed to subjective errors.

Johann Pritz had no explanation for what he was
seeing. It was not a conventional aircraft, or a
satellite, and the idea of a star with “feelers”
would be hard to believe. They saw lots of shooting
stars that night (orionids and taurids EB), but
they could tell the difference. And temperatures
were low in the open; “we wouldn’t stay out there
for nothing,” they added:

It turned out that Fichtinger told Pritz that he
had first seen the object around about 11.30 p.m.

game

“Signal”’
Phases 1 — 6

At phase 4, the tips of

the “feelers” turned green.

At phase 5, a green mist

fell sideways, then the rays
were gone.

on Sunday. He had also pointed it out to a couple
of neighbours.

The two friends decided to continue their watch.
They went up to Wachtstein, passed the Catholic
Church at Traunstein, and stopped at a prospect-
point on the steep access road leading to the centre
of Traunstéin. From this point there is a wide view
over the heavily wooded highlands to the south
and east. Some minutes later they strolled down the
access road, reached the minor road, walked around
the double bend approaching the Pritz house and up
to Wachtstein again. ““We kept up that route for the
rest of the night, and tried to oversee what was
going on up there. And there certainly was something
going on!”’

At about 2.00 a.m. the object to the south went
into operation. Pritz watched it carefully: “Suddenly
a red dot...well...detached itself from the bottom of
the globe moved away to the east at breakneck
speed. I don’t think an aircraft would fly as fast.”
(We saw an Austrian military jet manoeuvring to
the south in full daylight at the time of our invest-
igation, so Herr Pritz knew what he was saying.)
He continued: “I kept my eyes glued to it, but
suddenly it was gone. The red light went out. Just a
few moments later the light flashed up again. It
had changed to a bright yellow-orange, like the
object to the south, and it started to give off the
same strange signals. It really puzzled me.”

The trajectory was interesting: the red dot first
did a vertical descent of 4 or 5 degrees, then it
raced off towards Ottenschlag on a horizontal course,
stopped, disappeared, a fuzzy globe reappearing
which gave off the first ‘“‘signals’’ and then descended
until it reached its final hovering point at 4 or 5
degrees elevation in the east. The red dot had no
definite shape; it looked like an aircraft running
light, but steadily shone the colour of carmine, as
our colour test revealed later,

Pritz and Fichtinger arrived at the prospect-
point. Two objects hovering in the sky now, the
possible “mother ship” in the south (Pritz wasn’t
sure whether the red dot came out of it, or from
behind), and the *“‘missile” over the Ottenschlag
region to the east. Both objects continued their



monotonous signals, so the friends looked away, and
around the heavens. When they turned to the west
they got their next shock on seeing a new, huge
object. .

The access road runs down towards the south
west. The first house to the right after passing the
prospect-point is a two-storied country house with
two pylons carrying electric cables over the rooftop.
A dark object was hovering in the direction over
pylon one. I asked Pritz to sketch it, and this he did
with some hesitation: “I’'m no artist, you see. It was
a flattened structure with what looked like an
armoured turret of a tank on top, but without a
gun-barrel.”

He was drawing a classical domed disc.

“It was very near and, you know, I wasn’t
drunk. I had gone to bed at 8.00 p.m. We couldn’t
believe our eyes any longer, and I asked Karl: ‘What
are you seeing?’ And he told me, to which I could
reply, yes, that’s it, you see what I see. It must be
true.”’

Quite a spectacular sight for two country lads
who have never read a book on the topic, and have
seen only a few sketchy press reports about it. The
disc with its clearly outlined upper curvature plus
dome, was hanging in the WSW at 179 elevation
(+29), enveloped in a diffuse, yellowish light, which
seemed to come from behind. Its lower line was
curved rather than straight, and rather indistinct as
the vyellowish light reached peak brilliance there.
The surface had a violet-black colour, and it “surely
was solid material, and nothing fuzzy like the two
others.” But that wasn’t all: from the dark cupola

two “feelers” of curved light went up into the
night sky, achieved their green tips, vanished, and
came out again at a stretch.

Said Pritz: “It was at that moment that I
thought: ‘That is a controlled operation! They’re
emitting the same light signals, and belong together.””

He had no idea how far away the disc was, but it
seemed quite close at hand. His goniometric test
results gave us a diameter of 35 metres for the
maximum distance, i.e. 2 kilometres. ““I was glad to
have waited such a long time. It was quite impressive

and we didn’t pay much attention to the eastern
object any more.”
Consequently they failed to see the next man-

ocuvre there. Turning around after a while, Pritz and
Fichtinger spotted three smaller globes near the
“missile,” one to the left and two to the right,
making up a “chain” with regular intervals. ‘“And
they were all giving off the same signals...in the
time.” This was the full operation now: six
objects were in the sky, the domed disc to the WSW,
the “mother ship” to the SSE, the ““missile” to the
with the three newcomers around it. All were
completely noiseless, and were a remarkable sight,

same

“..like bright mercury vapour street lamps. You
would pass a house, or a group of trees, and lose
sight of them, but find them again at a glance. It
looked as if they were all standing at the same
altitude, but only in the southern hemisphere. We
searched the northern sky, but found nothing.”

| examined his idea afterwards, and must say it

wasn't irrational. Suppose the disc hovered 2 kms

Domed disc — (Phase 4)

Object seen on November 17 — first variation
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Map of the Traunstein locality south of Zwettl

away at 500 metres altitude (=17°) and the other
objects kept the same level, the “missile’” would be
6 kms away, right over the Zwettl — Martinsberg

railway line and near the Ottenschlag crossing,
whereas the ‘“mother ship” would be at 3 kms
distance.

It was nearly 3.00 a.m. when a solitary car came
down the road. It did not stop, but kept to a certain
route, just like the two friends were doing. ““He was
driving the same stretch over and again, and we
couldn’t see the reason why.” Somewhat later two
other persons approached. Said Pritz: “We tried to
show them what was going on, but they were
pretty blue, and called us nuts' ” And the two
“nuts” remained the only witnesses, no matter how
hard they tried to draw the attention of other
people. “We knocked at doors trying to wake some-
one up, but nobody cared. Maybe they took us for
drunkards or burglars. Anyway, a highland village
isn’t the safest of spots at 3.00 a.m. so finally we

gave up.”
The six objects ‘“‘signalled” on and on. Then, at
about 3.30 a.m. the “missile” moved again. The

“signal” stopped, the yellow-orange light went out,
the red dot appeared, descended and dashed away,
this time in the opposite direction, that is to the
south., ‘“First,” said Pritz, *‘I thought: ‘Look, it’s
flying back to the big one’ (the ‘mother ship’~EB)
but it passed under it and went off into the west at
a dizzy speed. We lost sight of it after a few
seconds.

Five objects remained and continued their mission,
whatever that was. Then “..gradually the three
smaller objects standing in line started to move, very
slowly, but easily visible, southbound (along the
railroad track?—EB).

At 4.30 a.m. on October 29, after five hours of
observation by Fichtinger and four hours by Pritz,
the friends went home. The three globes had travelled
to the southeast and kept their altitude and formation
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The drweway to Pritz’s House

at 150° azimuth. The “mother ship” and domed
disc were still motionless. Pritz said goodbye to
Fichtinger and went to the porch of his house. “I
looked up at the sky a last time and all was to be
seen very clearly. As it was Monday morning, and a
working day, I entered the house and returned to
bed, but I couldn’t sleep. I looked out again at
6.00 a.m. (about 30 minutes before sunrise) and the
objects were gone.’

From the first moment of F thtlI’lgC!‘ s observation
until 4.30 a.m. the ‘“mother ship” must have given
off at least 1,200 ‘“‘signals,” the domed disc had
emitted 550, and the “missile’” a minimum of 360.

Publicity

Things took their usual course. Pritz told his
colleagues at the printing works about the hair-
raising night, and they ‘phoned the editor of the
Zwettler Nachirichten (the local newspaper). Pritz
was interviewed for Landesrundschau, a weekly
transmission of Oesterreich Regional (second prog-
ramme of the Austrian Radio and Television Company
“ORF”). The broadcast went out on October 31,
1973, and star reporter Ossy Wanka asked Professor
Meurers, the director of Vienna’s university Observ-
atory, for a statement. Meanwhile the story had
reached Kurier, a popular Vienna newspaper, which
published the negative comment of a second astron-
omer. Zwettler Nachtrichten contributed one of the
most stupid articles I have ever read, and the
discussion cooled off until mid-November.

We had arranged for a field investigation with

Johann Pritz on November 18, 1973, and drove to

Traunstein that fine Sunday morning. Snow had
fallen over the Waldviertel Highlands in the mean-
time, and it was difficult to keep the car on the icy
road. At 10.10 a.m. we reached the Pritz’s house. We
were late and young Herr Pritz was already waiting
for us in his green Volkswagen. A surprise awaited
us as, looking a trifle shaken, he greeted us: “Good



morning! It’s as well you’ve come today. We've seen
it again yesterday evening. Perhaps we're all going
crazy!” It seemed we had arrived in time for a
“near hot-line investigation,” for a multiple-witness
sighting had taken place only 15 hours earlier. We had
never had such a chance before, and we concentrated
on the four main witnesses (the investigation we had
planned to carry out envisaged sufficient time for
the first sighting alone, and certainly not for inter-
views with the 10 witnesses involved in the second
incident).

The second sighting

The weather was fine on the previous evening
(November 17). A ridge from the British high
pressure system had reached Central Europe in the
morning, and precipitation had ceased in Lower
Austria (the last snowfall at Traunstein had been on
the Friday). The local weather report from the
Zwettl station runs: “17.11; 19 hrs — no clouds,
wind NW 24 kmh, 1°, no precipitation, maximum
daytime temperature 4°." Sunset was at about
4.15 p.m. CET.

Shortly after 6.00 p.m. Johann Pritz was on his
way home from a visit to Arbesbach (15 kms NW
of Traunstein) driving his car along the minor road
which runs between Schoenbach and Traunstein.
Between Schoenbach and Ulltichschlag the road is
southbound, running towards the vast Weinsberger
Woods before bearing off to the east. “Suddenly it
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struck my eyes. Something was hanging low over the
trees to the south. It was an oblong, flattened shape
standing on end, giving off the peculiar signals we’d
seen before. | muttered ‘it can’t be true!’ and looked
away.”

After his radio interview and press publicity
Johann had been exposed to heavy ridicule in his
small community: “They said we’d been drunk, or
crazy, and seeing things,” he said. “It’s enough for
one to see such a thing. One’s reputation doesn’t
count. The press story was no advantage for me;
people are highly sceptical, and only a few showed
any interest. So I thought it over; was there any
point in saying anything about this new object, so
increasing my ‘“‘madness?”’

I stopped for a while at Ullrichschlag, got out of
the car and watched the thing. It was there, over the
woods, and the signals were the same. I drove on, and
got home at about 6.15 p.m.” He went in for his
binoculars, and told his mother, who was watching
television, to look out of the living-room window.
He took his 8 x 40 field glass and went out again.
He met his brother Gerhard who was with his friend
Erich Leitgeb. Frau Pritz came to the window, and
the four of them watched the object for a while
before the good lady returned to the TV set. Johann
had already decided on the next move: “We jumped
into the car and drove to the Traunstein centre to
get some more witnesses. I knew nobody would
believe our story without such backing.”

(Field investigation, November 18, 1973)






















































