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CANADIAN POWER FAILURES AND

UFO SIGHTINGS
Claude MacDuff

An enquiry into the possible relationship between the presence of UFOs and
electricity failures in Quebec Province in July, 1971. Our contributor is a
French-Canadian correspondent of FSR. The article was written in English.

RESEARCHERS into the UFO phenomenon have

shown that there is a definite relationship between
UFO sightings and electricity blackouts which occur
at the same time in the same regions, and that
relationship certainly applies to happenings in Quebec
Province in 1971, between July 18 and 24. In that
peric.l of one week a succession of power failures
occurred, coinciding with many observations of UFOs
in the same localities, some of them even occurring
over and near electric power stations of Hydro-
Quebec, the electricity company of the Province of
Quebec. The city of Montreal and its surroundings
were particularly stricken by the blackouts which
occurred twice in the same week.

These events were reported in many French
language newspapers of the Province. At that time,
no connection between the two categories of occurr-
ences could be made because we lacked the principal
data, but as the weeks went by and as reports of
observations came in, and an “official explanation”
from Hydro-Quebec was given to the newspapers,
the truth (or at least part of it) began to emerge.

The material for this article is taken principally
from articles and clippings from French language
newspapers and also from personal accounts of
observations in the region of Montreal. One interesting
case of a UFO which left traces in a farmer’s field
was investigated by me and some of my collaborators.
First, however, I will relate an important sighting
that occurred at the city of Rimouski, situated 345
miles north-east of Montreal. The case was published
three days later in the principal newspapers, including
one of the most serious and staid, Le Devoir, which
carefully checks its facts before publishing them.

Subsequently reports on the observations were
received by me and by the French-Canadian
“Société de Recherches sur les Phénomeénes
Mystérieux du Québec.”” Here is an extract from Le
Devoir of July 23, 1971:

“Rimouski, P.Q.: Some unidentified flying objects,
round in shape, continuously flashing, were sighted
in the sky at different places in the Rimouski region,
causing much disturbance among the population.

“ ‘It twirls, and it is red as fire with green and
blue rays that flash around.” This is the way many
witnesses described the phenomenon sighted Tuesday
night, July 20, 1971, at Rimouski, Sainte-Odile,
Sacre-Coeur and Bic. (Note areas marked Nos. 1,2 and
3 on Map).

“The same phenomenon was also sighted on the
North Shore, at Grandes-Bergeronnes, where the
objects were observed to be above Rimouski, and also
from Betsiamites, on the same North Shore. (Areas
Nos. 4 and 5 on Map).

“The most acceptable hypothesis that these objects
could have been artificial satellites of earthly origin,
but seen in special conditions, has been denied by the
Chief of the Department of Physics of the Centre

. d’Etudes Universitaires de Rimouski, Mr. Michel

Campagnat, who mentioned that such satellites
traverse an arc in the sky in ten minutes and, most
important, -cannot in any way be geo-stationary as
in the case of the sighted objects.”

I would like to dray attention to details of the
observations and to certain points relating to these
sightings which will demonstrate that the *“‘official
explanation” by Hydro-Quebec does not correspond
to the facts.

available back issues (see back gover).
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UFOs over the Manic

First, according to a report received at the
offices of the Société de Recherches sur les
Phénomeénes Mystérieux de Quebec at that time,
UFOs were sighted over the Manic, at Manicouagan,
(Note area 6 on Map.) where the largest and most
powerful hydro-electric power station of the Province
is situated. It is from that station that most of the
current is distributed in the Province, and, thanks to
the five dams of the Manicouagan, the supply of
electricity covers many important areas of the
Province. It is also over this important station that
UFOs were sighted on Friday, July 23, 1971, as
well as in some other areas, corresponding with a
general power failure in a large sector of the Province.

Next, if you look at the maps showing the
sighting areas, you will note that most of the sightings
occurred in localities very close to the Saint-
Lawrence River, and all along its course. This may be
of no particular significance, but it is remarkable
that many of the important observations were made
over cities along its course, and this will remind us
that one of the theories put forward to explain the
movements of UFOs is that of “corridors” or
passages which are followed by UFOs — particularly
along the main watercourses or rivers of some
countries, including France, South American
countries, U.S.A. and Canada. Hence, it is possible

that during this period, the Saint-Lawrence River
and many populated areas have been analysed and
recorded on files by extra-terrestrial devices, and
that we are now among the other “lists’ of records
made over a long time.

Note that principal observations were made start-
ing from approximately extreme north-east of the
river, at Rimouski and Manicouagan, and proceeding
up towards its source we pass by Riviere-du-Loup,
La Malbaie, Quebec and Levis, Trois-Rivieres, Sorel,
Montreal, Ottawa and Hull, where the observations
made during that period apparently cease.

Note also that all along the river there are many
sub-stations of Hydro-Quebec, and that the main
blackout of three occurred on Friday, July 23,
1971. On July 20, many sightings were made,
including a near-landing in an area close to Montreal,
and at Rougemont, Beloeil, Saint-Hilaire and Saint-
Hyacinthe, where the UFO which evidently left
traces was seen. (Note areas 7 and 8 on Map.)

As the weeks passed by, we noticed that the
Province of Quebec was very much ““visited” during
that month, sightings reaching a peak during July
18 to 24, and extending to the 30th.

The cause of the blackouts

Let us now learn what was the “cause” of these
three power failures in the Province during that
period. As many residents of the Province were
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Map of St. Laurence River Area. (Scale: 1 inch to 79 miles.)



















































