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Keyhoe versus Tacker

HE fierce battle which is being waged in America on the

subject of flying saucers is having repercussions all over the

world. In England, particularly, the effects of the controversy
are being felt, but only the anti-saucer side of the argument has so
far reached our shores.

We should explain to our readers that NICAP (the National
Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena), led by Major
Donald E. Kevhoe, has been fighting for several years against the
conspiracy of silence which is alleged to be part of the United States
Air Force’s official policy on flying saucers. The U.S. Air Force,
retaliating against the incessant attacks of Major Keyhoe. has spon-
sored a book, Flying Saucers and the U.S. Air Force, written by
Lt.-Col. Lawrence J. Tacker. The book will be reviewed later in our
columns, but it would be a fair summary of its contents to state that
it contains the usual debunking of UFOs on the now familiar ground
that all the sightings can be explained away as being conventional
objects misinterpreted by the witnesses. Lt.-Col. Tacker does, it is
true, allow himself the familiar escape route of admitting that a
small percentage of sightings has remained obstinately inexplicable.
In other words. the mixture is very much as before.

This American book, not yet published in England, has been the
subject of feature articles in our daily press and has been given
publicity on television. The impression gained by the public in
England is that the whole question of the saucers has been settled
once and for all. While this has been very depressing for us, our
readers should remember that the saucers have been frequently

“buried "—to quote from the words of a previous Astronomer-Royal
in 1953—and every time the last rites have been performed the
mysterious objects have shown even greater signs of vitality than
before. Older readers will recall the first “ burial ™ in January, 1951.
when Dr. Urner Liddel. of the Office of the United States Naval
Research, made a public announcement to the effect that all saucer
sightings were caused by the Navy’s cosmic-ray research balloons.
Dr. Urner Liddel's name is now forgotten while the saucers go
marching on: we may all rest assured that Lt.-Col. Tacker’s name
and views will, in time, fade away, leaving the saucers exactly where
they were. as real and as inexplicable as ever.

In the battle between Major Keyhoe and the obscurantists in the
United States there must be no doubt at all where we stand. We are
solidly on the side of those who would bring enlightenment and we



offer Major Keyhoe and his Committee all our
support and encouragement. We have been
critical of NICAP in the past, but in this
present struggle we must close our ranks,
especially as we believe that the moment of full
revelation about the flying saucers may be not too
far distant.

Having so pledged ourselves, perhaps we
might be allowed to make one or two suggestions,
particularly as we have gone on record to the
effect that we have not favoured the bringing of
pressure on any government as a means of
arriving at the truth. We have felt that any
government, if really pressed, has all the trump
cards when it comes to influencing public
opinion. And there is no doubt that, for one
reason or another, most of the governments of the
world would prefer its public not to think seri-
ously about the flying saucers. Our aim has
always been to try to influence the public direct,
though we appreciate that our method seems to
take much l(mgvr. The quick break-through is
always tempting and, it must be admitted, it
sometimes works, Equally, a failure can be
disastrous. However, we do wish Major Kevhoe
every Success.

In the December-January, 1960-61, issue of the
U.F.O. Investicator, NICAP’s official bulletin,
there is a long and interesting account of a tele-
vision debate between Lt.-Col. Tacker and Major
Kevhoe. Without having witnessed the telecast
it is very difficult to comment, but there would
seem to be no doubt that Tacker brought
sarcasm and even downright rudeness into play
in his attack on NICAP’s director. Major Keyhoe
mentions this as proof that the Air Force has
something to hide, but we wonder if that is

strictly true. After having read this account very
carefully, it would seem to us that Lt.-Col.
Tacker’s -attitude could as readily spring from
downright stupidity. People who hold important
positions in any government are not necessarily
wise. The Tackers of this world we know well:
some of them get themselves promoted, and
this particular one happens to think in an en-
grained manner that flying saucers are absolute
nonsense. It is extraordinary, too, how bigoted
some people on our side can get. We must occa-
sionally allow our opponents to hold mistaken
ideas quite sincerely and even passionately. Lt.-
Col. Tacker’s rudeness could quite easily stem
from his * will-not-to-believe.” There is such a
thing as invincible ignorance.

Might we suggest to Major Kevhoe that the
misinterpretation theory put forward by the U.S.
Air Force will be almost impossible to disprove?
And that the only way to break through may be
by way of the despised contact claims? As we
have remarked hcflm'c. no weather balloon, no
temperature inversion, no conventional object
can bring us visitors in human or near-human
form. This is perhaps the reason why these stories
have often met with the strongest ridicule of all,
and not always from those who disbelieve in
flying saucers. And might we also remind Major
Keyhoe that not all the saucer sightings and con-
tact claims have come from America? Occupants
of saucers have been seen—or so it is claimed—
in countries as far apart as Scotland, France and
Papua, to name but three. Could not NICAP
help us in our search for proof of the existence
of visitors from outer space? Such proof would
spell the final victory and place the issue beyond
alll possible doubt,

I3 a t
E
A test of truth t
E
Itisa canon and a just canon that instead of assuming  so that they must necessarily be swearing what is é
’ that people are perjuring themselves, you should, false.
if there is a view by which you reconcile all the
testimony, prefer that to the view which places The Earl of Halsbury: Law Reports (1900),
people in the position of contradicting each other, Appeal Cases, p. 238.
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THE MYSTERY OF
SPRINGHEEL JACK

by J. Vyner

In the November-December, 1960, issue of FLYING SAUCER REVIEW, Waveney
Girvan called for evidence of extra-terrestrials in our midst as a check on the stories
put forward by a number of contact claimants. This challenge aroused considerable

interest and has produced both modern and historical evidence.

In the following

article, the author suggests that a notorious and almost legendary figure may have
been a visitor from outer space. The facts in this article are taken from contem-
porary accounts and have been checked against all available records for accuracy.

N June 30, 1837, King William IV of Great

Britain and Ireland died in his bed. Simul-

taneously, the eighteenth century ended
and the Victorian age began; already noisy with
railways and steamboat whistles, waking sud-
denly to modernity. Within easy walking distance
of Guildhall, Londoners could discover isolated
hamlets, leafy lanes and lonely commons.

About the middle of November, 1837, the lanes
and commons became places of dread. Through
them stalked an intruder, an uncatchable monster
of superhuman powers, easily evading detection
and arrest.

Old reference books—few modern ones men-
tion him—refer to the being known as “ Spring-
heel Jack,” as if his identity had been positively
established. They admit the name as an alias of
the second Marquis of Waterford, a post-
Regency Corinthian, a blue-blooded thug.

Admittedly, the Marquis’s doings were wild
and extravagant enough: today they would land
him behind bars in a blaze of headlines. But they
were always tempered with a rough good
humour, and were followed by compensation for
any damage done. Cockneys regarded him with
a wary aftection. Terrorising a countryside and
scaring old ladies into fits was not characteristic
of him. For once his lordship was exonerated.

Then who was Springheel Jack? If he were an
impostor, then he was at least a super-impostor
who carried a super-weapon—a raygun.

Springheel Jack had been prowling the lanes
of Middlesex for some weeks, scaring (and some-
times tearing) the pants off the inhabitants. be-
fore the press noticed his existence. Allegations
were made at the time that the newspapers had

been paid to ignore the story by unspecified
interested parties. Only the receipt of a letter by
the Lord Mayor sitting in Common Council
breached the censorship. The letter came from a
stalwart friend of order who still, as then, signs
himself “ A Resident of Peckham.”

The Lord Mayor laughed it off, and was
immediately deluged with confirmation from
magistrates, retired admirals and other substan-
tial citizens. They related hair-raising accounts of
outrages daily committed by a gang of maniacs
dressed in unearthly garb. All the accounts
agreed in their descriptions of the culprit.

His appearance

The intruder was tall, thin and powerful. He
had a prominent nose, and bony fingers of
immense power which resembled claws. He was
incredibly agile. He wore a long, flowing cloak,
of the sort affected by opera-goers, soldiers and
strolling actors. On his head was a tall, metallic-
seeming helmet. Beneath the cloak were close-
fitting garments of some glittering material like
oilskin or metal mesh. There was a lamp strapped
to his chest. Oddest of all: the creature’s ears
were cropped or pointed like those of an animal.

The Lord Mayor could not act outside the City
boundary. But he approved the setting up of a
vigilante committee, formed by magistrates, army
officers and others. And he informed the police.
Horse patrols scoured the suburban area.
Admiral Codrington organised a reward fund.
The old Duke n? Wellington himself set holsters
at his saddle bow and rode out after dark in
search of Springheel Jack. Even the most des-
perate of impostors would have been deterred by
such opposition. '
































































































