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ENIGMA AND MENACE

IT is a truism to say, as so many philosophical writers have done, that the
vast majority of the human species spend their entire lives in one or
other of several levels of “sleep”. One of these levels is what we call our ordi-

nary daytime consciousness.

There are entities whose aim and interest it is to keep us permanently in

this condition.

Such being the case, the true meaning of most events in human history
will escape the notice of the great majority of mankind, who will simply

slumber on.

Among such matters that will escape their attention, so that they may go
from the cradle to the grave without ever hearing the deeper issues men-
tioned, are such themes as the great cyclic changes of the Earth itself; the
meaning and origins of the Great Wars of this century; the so-called “UFO
Phenomenon” (and its relation to those Great Wars!); the perplexing issues
of fast-soaring drug-addiction; fast-soaring rape; unnatural sexual prac-
tices and deadly new diseases directly associated with them, such as AIDS;
hideous and irrational violence of all kinds, including the astounding pro-
liferation of murder, often of mass-murder on an unbelievable scale.

Throughout human history there have unquestionably been severe out-
breaks of some of these phenomena, and the few who are not asleep and
who therefore see more deeply into the core of things will understand the
reasons.

And, finally, there are two more astounding features that are current in
our days and that would be the subjects of intense discussion and debate
were the humans all awake. These two taboo features are the widespread epi-
demics of animal-mutilations, performed with a surgical skill that is far be-
yond even our best surgeons, and the astounding numbers of children that
vanish into thin air.

In the United States last year this figure was 1.2 million.



The fact that, both in the USA and here, there are
numerous sadists and perverts around, and that their
numbers are constantly swelling, still does not begin
to explain this perfectly mind-boggling thing about
the children.

This, and all the other matters herein touched
upon, are subjects upon which we can reflect. (It will
be wise to keep to oneself any spectacular conclusions
that are reached).

ENORMOUS UFO DETECTED VISUALLY
AND ALSO BY RADAR OVER BARCELONA
REGION OF N.E. SPAIN ON NIGHT OF
NOVEMBER 29/30, 1985.

D Crivillén (ck.., BarceLona)

(Translation from Spanish) from CUADERNOS DE UFOLOGIA IV, 15 (March 1986.)
Sr. Joan Plana Crivillén is a Catalan and, for the benefit of those who are unfamiliar with the Catalan language,
we should perhaps explain that Joan is not a female name, as it is with us, but = John (Juan in Castilian Span-

ish). — EDITOR

His sighting started at about 9.30 p.m. on Friday,

November 29, 1985, when a sergeant and a con-
stable of the municipal police noticed a big light
stationary in the sky over Tarrasa, a small town lying
some 33 kms. to the north of Barcelona.

Numerous other local residents also reported the
phenomenon to the authorities. Two men at Sant
Quirze del Valles observed the light with binoculars
and stated that, while to the naked eye it seemed
merely like a powerful bluish-white light, with binocu-
lars they had a clear view of an elongated body in-
tensely luminous in its central part and considerably
less so at the two ends. Some folk thought at the time
that it was a star or maybe Halley’'s Comet, and so
they looked for it again in the same quarter of the sky
at the same time next evening, but there was no sign
of it.

The Tarrasa Police Headquarters telephoned to the
Police (Guardia Urbana) of Barcelona and reported
the affair, and at about 10.30pm the latter likewise in-
formed the Air Traffic Control Centre at Barcelona
Airport. The traffic controllers on duty were at first
unable to pick up anything on their own radarscopes,
so they switched off their MTI gear (used for cancel-
ling out fixed echoes). On their radarscopes they then
found that they had a fixed echo somewhat north of
Tarrasa. In form it was like an extensive blob and it
had some unusual features. Its length was estimated at
over 200 metres, but as it was not moving, they felt
that it might perhaps be caused by the mountainous
configuration of the area (San Lorenzo- La Mola
Mountains, altitude 1,000 metres).

The radar employed in picking up this blob was an
ASR-7 of the so-called GCA primary approximation
type, located on the runways of the Barcelona Airport.
This is what is known in Spanish as a “TAR” radar
(terminal area radar) working in ultra-high frequen-
cies, and with a maximum range of some 110 kms. It
merely gives the distance of a target-echo, and its di-
rection, but being of plane type, it is unable to give
altitudes. In the region in question this particular
radar is employed to pick up aircraft flying at between
600 metres and 12,000 metres.

Upon receipt of the alert, the Barcelona Police at
once informed the TV-3 television station (Indepen-
dent Catalan Television) who at once despatched a
team to Tarrasa. Arriving there, they were joined by
units of the Tarrasa Police, and arranged to take
video-film (BETA CAM) of the powerful light station-
ary over the town, its apparent size about three or
four times that of a normal star. (The TV team also
tried to film some of the stars for purposes of compari-
son, but were unsuccessful, their camera being unable
to register the much fainter luminosity of the stars).

In the meantime, Barcelona Air Traffic Control di-
rected several commercial aircraft towards the Saba-
dell-Tarrasa region. These were probably a DC-9,
flight 13-799; a Boeing -727, flight IB-899; and a DC-
9, flight IB-901, all belonging to the Iberia Air Lines
and all three bound for Madrid from Barcelona.

The pilots of all three of these aircraft reported that
they could see absolutely nothing in the area of sky in-
dicated. The weather conditions at the time, as shown
by the Traffic Control’s own instruments and by the
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instruments of the three aircraft, were as follows:-
Wind: from N. 8 to 10 knots (15-18 kmph).
Atmosphere: clear.
Visibility: excellent.

Temperature: normal, and slightly chilly (under 15°).

Sky: totally clear and full of stars.

It is consequently established that there were no
temperature inversions, and there were also no sonde
balloons in the region.

At 1.30 am, an Iberia Air Lines Boeing 727, Flight
No. IB-064, coming from Tenerife (Canary Islands)
was near Sitges (on the Spanish coast south-west of
Barcelona), flying at 2,000 metres and heading for
Barcelona Airport. The Traffic Control Centre re-
quested the pilots of this craft to look at 10° or so to
their left and report if they saw anything. Shortly af-
terwards the pilots replied that they could see a lin-
ear-shaped soft blue light, not very bright, to the



north-west of Sabadell. Their precise description
reads as follows:—

“like a chicken-farm in appearance, ie, a narrow,

elongated bluish-white light, with windows or com-

partments, and, at the extreme left end, a spot of
somewhat orange-coloured light stands out.”

The position of this “elongated light” coincided
with the position given for the echo over Tarrasa.

A few minutes later, the pilots report that they can
see “a slight movement of the light, which they say ap-
pears to be coming necarer, towards the right.”

At approximately 4.20 am, on the radarscope of the
Barcelona Air Traffic Control Centre “there appeared
suddenly a moving primary echo, very strong, at some
4 miles (7.4 kms) north of Sabadell, moving on an
180° bearing (south) for one-and-a-half minutes, at an
estimated speed of 50 knots (some 90 kmph).”

This echo, according to the most careful calcu-
lations, was extraordinarily large, as “its length, from
one end to the other, was some five miles, that is to say,
some nine kilometres, while its breadth was impercepti-
ble.”

At a given moment, approximately “50 seconds
after we had captured this monstrous echo, there was
emitted from its extreme right another echo of the
size equivalent to that of a fighter aircraft (some 20
metres), which moved off on a 150° course (south-
east) at an estimated speed of 900 kmph over some 15
seconds or so, and then vanished.”

After being visible for 1'/2 minutes on the radar-
scope, the huge object “also suddenly vanished from
the screens.”

It should be emphasised that this enormous object
was oriented in its flight with its widest face towards
the front, as it travelled southward, and one of its ex-
tremities towards the east and the other extremity
towards the west.

While the phenomenon was being registered on the
radarscopes, “it was proved and confirmed that the
huge echo was actually moving at a very slow speed
indeed — in fact at the speed of an ultra-light aircraft,
far, far slower than the speed of normal large or small
aircraft.” The radar controllers switched on their MTI,
and the echo still appeared, without being automati-
cally eliminated from the radarscope, which showed
that it was indeed in movement, covering a distance of
approximately 2,250 metres, which brought it to 5.2
kms. to the north of Sabadell. The small ccho that had
detached itself from the main one covered about 4
kms. in its observed 15 seconds of flight, and then dis-
appeared towards the north-west of Sabadell.

Apparently the Barcelona Air Traffic Control Cen-
tre were unable to establish the altitude of the enor-
mous echo or of the smaller one that came from it,
although from the mountainous configuration of the
terrain round about it would seem that their altitude
must have been greater than 1,000 or 1,500 metres.
As for the fixed echo, that must have been at a height
of several thousands of metres.

The Spanish military radars, which also picked up
the three echoes, did work out their altitudes, and
these are given in the official reports.

There are no reports indicating that the last two
echoes detected on the radar were also picked up visi-
bly by any eyewitnesses at ground-level.*

Towards about 4.31 am, a C-212 Aviocar of the
Spanish Postal Service, Flight 302, took off from
Barcelona Airport for Madrid with mail and the early
daily newspapers. The radar controllers re-routed this
postal machine out over the sea on a different route
from that normally followed (which would have been
over Sabadell and Tarrasa), as, only some ten minutes
earlier, they had been picking up the two unknown
echoes over that area. This could have resulted in a
collision, so the pilots of the mail plane were notified
accordingly. Some few minutes later, as they were
over the coast near Castelldefels, the pilots of the mail
plane informed Traffic Control that they were at 1,500
metres and that, at a distance of some 20 miles to
their right (in the region of Tarrasa and Sabadell pre-
cisely) they could see, in the sky, a very vivid lumi-
nous white glow which was flashing every two or
three seconds. It was at first stationary. Then came a
series of further flashes at intervals of 2 to 3 seconds
while it zigzagged, and then finally it vanished.

One detail that struck the radar controllers as ex-
tremely strange was the fact that the object, or rather
the unknown lights, was only visible from one very
specific area over the coast or the sea to the south-
west of Barcelona, all the pilots agreeing that the pos-
ition of the phenomenon was towards Tarrasa and
Sabadell.

On the other hand, the crews of aircraft passing
over Tarrasa and Sabadell declared that they saw
nothing in the area in question.

The luminous object, returning a fixed echo on the
radar, remained in the area until approximately 6.00
am on Saturday, November 30, according to one of
the sources we consulted.

Although there is reference to the despatch of one,
or possibly two, fighter aircraft to try to identify the
objects picked up by the civilian and military radars,
it is not possible for us to confirm this. There are a
number of reasons why the aircraft in question might
not have been dispatched:-

a) The echoes did not enter Spanish air-space from

outside it, since they were already in it.

b) The detection period for the two moving echoes
was very brief.

c) In view of the enormous size of one of the
cchoes, the idea that it could possibly have been
a hostile plane, or, for that matter, any sort of
conventional aircraft, was totally ruled out.

d) It seems that for quite some time past, Spanish
military aircraft have been taking off under ‘alert
conditions’ only very rarely. In any case,
whether or not aircraft did take off, there are
always serious aspects to be considered in con-



nection with decisions of this kind.

Certain other sources have indicated to us that the
tape-recordings of the conversations between the
pilots and the Air Traffic Controllers have already
been sent to the Ministry of Defence for study. How-
ever, it can be stated categorically that neither the
tapes nor any transcripts of them were requested by
the military authorities.

On the other hand it is certain that the Ministry of
Defence, via the Air Force, did at once initiate an offi-
cial investigation into the events of that night, without
so far having been able to find any explanation for
them.

The radar of the Barcelona Air Traffic Control Cen-
tre has been checked. No defects were found, and it
was functioning correctly. Moreover, the fact that the
same echoes were captured simultaneously by the
military radars too, which possess certain different fea-
tures from those of the Barcelona Airport, indicates
clearly that the possibility of any sort of technical
anomalies in the equipment can be ruled right out.
Unquestionably the radar returns related to solid, ma-
terial objects. The radar system which picked up the
echoes at the Barcelona Airport possesses in fact a de-
vice for video-recording of the images appearing on
the radarscope, but on the present occasion the UFO
images were not recorded by it.

The features presented by the enormous echo must
be regarded as quite exceptional. As already stated, its
total length was calculated at some 9,000 metres, and
there is no aerial vehicle on this Earth of that sort of
dimensions. Its horizontal velocity was outside the usual
Jor large aircraft, inasmuch as at 90 kph an aircraft can-
not by any possible means remain stable in the air and
inevitably has to crash.

i
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Another interesting detail is the fact that, as it
moved, the object presented a very wide front, namely
its whole length of 9,000 metres, so that, as it moved
southwards, it must have offered tremendous resist-
ance to the air.

Furthermore, another mystery in connection with
this echo, and one which has remained inexplicable, is
the fact of its sudden appearance on, and disappear-
ance off, the radarscopes, inasmuch as it did not
simply vanish towards the periphery of the screen as
is the normal course of things.

The facts in the present case are extraordinary, and
would seem to indicate that, fundamentally, we are in-
deed confronted with a case of true UFOs, given the
nature and the high credibility status of the principal
source by whom all the data on this affair have been-
supplied to us.

There are certain other interesting features too about
the case, which at the present moment cannot be made
public, and which must be kept completely secret, for rea-
sons which may well be supposed, and which are related
to the following paragraph with which we close this Re-
port:- '

“Owing to the nature of the facts, it is logical that the
military authorities, having secured all the principal de-
tails of this incident, have catalogued it as CLASSIFIED
MATERIAL, and aim to see that there shall be no pub-
licity or public discussion of it, in view of the fact that
these reports involve the national defence and the security
of the realm.”

Sabadell, February 1986
NOTE BY EDITOR, FSR

*Toni Ribera telephoned recently to say that he was one
of the many witnesses who, with the naked eve. saw the
huge UFO over the Barcelona region. _

The antenna of the ASR-7 radar at
Barcelona Airport.



UFO CHASE IN BRAZIL (MAY 1986)
Dr Willy Smith, Ph.D.

(Unicat Project). Consultant to FSR

Dr Willy Smith, who lives in Longwood, Florida, is another of the many new and valued Consultants who are
rallying to FSR, and we welcome him most warmly!

The Brazilian “flap” which he covers in this report is, of course, the one which was described by the more oaf-
ish elements of the American and British press as involving “Pingpong Balls over Brazil!” Needless to say, as Dr
Willy Smith emphasises, we have so far found no evidence whatsoever that at any moment any Brazilian referred
to “pingpong balls”. But, as we know, that sort of term is always calculated to be a sure-fire way of ridiculing our

subject and making us all look like a bunch of fools. — EDITOR

Introduction

AFTER maintaining a low profile for a period of
several years, UFOs briefly regained the world
headlines following an incident in Brazilian air space
during the night of May 19, 1986.

In spite of the large amount of clippings received
from UNICAT correspondents in Brazil and Argen-
tina, as well as reprints of news items that appeared in
American newspapers, I find it difficult to organize
the information in a coherent narrative. The different
Brazilian newspapers and the statements of Govern-
ment officials provide somewhat contradictory ver-
sions of the events, but it is clear that something out
of the ordinary occurred, enough to shake the com-
placency of the authorities.

e ke e

Sequence of events

The night of May 19, 1986, a Monday, was clear
and with good visibility, devoid of heavy clouds that
could affect radar.

An executive plane, a Brazilian-made two-engine
Xingu owned by EMBRAER (Emprésa Brasileira de
Aeronautica), was en route from Brasilia to Sdo José
dos Campos (near Sdo Paulo). While starting its des-
cent, it was alerted by the Sdo Paulo radar control that
an unknown object was in the area. The presence of
this unknown object was confirmed shortly by the
radar at Brasilia.'

In the pilot seat of the Xingu was a well known
man: Colonel Ozires Silva, former president of
EMBRAER, who had just been appointed head of
PETROBRAS, the Brazilian state-owned oil company.
According to the official version, Col. Silvas was the
first to spot visually the unidentified object as a “danc-
ing point in the sky”.?2 The time was 21:10.8

Seated beside Ozires Silva was a civilian pilot for
EMBRAER: Commander Alcir Pereira da Silva, age
37, with more than 6000 hours of flying time. In his
statement to the press,! Comm. Alcir Pereira da Silva
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UFO Chase in Brazil.

indicated that when the Xingu had descended to 2000
ft., the pilots perceived a strong light and turned the
plane in its direction. The light is described as
“brighter than a star, emitting a constant red-orange
light” and also as being on for 10-15 seconds, then off,
only to reappear at a different location.! Whatever the
case was, the pilots were very soon discouraged, and
abandoned the chase after about 30 minutes.

By that time, the Brazilian Defense Center (CIN-
DACTA = Centro Integrado de Defesa Aérea e Con-
trole de Trafego Aéreo) which apparently controls all
air traffic, was on full alert, as the radar screens in the
vicinity of Sdo José dos Campos and nearby Sao Paulo
were saturated and all air traffic had been interrup-
ted.?

Only minutes after the appearance of the unknown
objects on the radar screens, jets were scrambled from



two Air Force bases (see map): Santa Cruz, in the
State of Sao Paulo, and Anapolis, near Brasilia.
Although the number of jet fighters scrambled, as well
as the number of UFOs that were detected, is variable
depending on the spokesman, the indisputable fact is
that planes were dispatched, attempted to approach
the lights, and failed.

The UFOs had initially appeared over a mountain-
ous region between the states of Rio de Janeiro and
Minas Gerais, known as the Serra da Mantiqueira.?
The incident terminated near midnight as suddenly as
it had started, with the UFO disappearing simul-
taneously from radar and from visual observation
after moving toward the ocean beyond the Brazilian
coast. The duration of the sighting was close to three
hours.

The pilots’ accounts

The Brazilian Air Force allowed the pilots to have a
press conference in which they freely expressed their
versions of the events of May 19. According to our
correspondent in Rio, Mrs Irene Granchi, the 7 pilots
and 3 radar controllers that participated in the inci-
dents appeared on television.?

We summarize their statements from the infor-
mation received from Mrs Granchi, as well as from
the version published by the prestigious newspaper
O GLOBO.?

All of the seven pilots were military, except the
already named Comm. Alcir Pereira da Silva.

Three F-5E jets were scrambled from the Santa
Cruz AFB near Sao Paulo, two of them at 22:23 and
the third at 22:55. In addition, three Mirage 111 jet
fighters were scrambled from the Anapolis AFB at
22:50,% but only one had an effective contact. The
time of the actual contacts has been established as be-
tween 22:55 and 23:20.8

The pilot of one of the [-5Es was Lt. Kleber Caldas
Marinho, aged 25. Following the instructions of the
radar controller, he vectored his plane to a target 35
miles distant, but was unable to close in. The radar
control in Brasilia informed him at this point that the
target was approaching him rapidly. However, the
pilot didn’t see anything, and in his own words, “one
gets scared of what one sees, and I saw nothing”. But
later in the chase, he finally obtained a visual contact.
As verified by both the ground radar and the on-
board radar, the target was at a distance of 35 miles,
but when the pilot tried to narrow the gap it was “like
attempting to reach a point at infinity”, in spite of his
1000 km/hr (625 mph) speed. As his fuel was getting
low, he returned to the Santa Cruz Air Force Base.*
He describes the target as a reddish light, very in-
tense, which changed colours when the chase was
aborted, first to white, then to green and to red again.?

The pilot of the second F-5E, Capt. Marcio Jordao,

age 29, was luckier, as he was able to reduce the dis-
tance to the target to 12 miles. He describes the UFO
as a very strong light of continuous intensity, and
changing colours continuously from white to green.
Capt. Jordao broke off the contact when the object
moved over the sea beyond the 200 mile limit from
Santa Cruz.?®

Of the three Mirages scrambled from the Anapolis
Base, only one was able to establish actual contact. It
was piloted by Capt. Armindo Souza Viriato de Frei-
tas, age 30, whose statements we transcribe:*#

“I was warned by ground control that there were
several targets ahead of me, at a distance of 20 miles
and ranging in number from 10 to 13. I was also ad-
vised that the targets were approaching my plane, and
finally that they were following me at a distance of 2
miles (sic). I had to lower my plane, as the lights had
descended, but from then on they climbed vertically.
This was my only visual contact, but I could see them
in my radar at a distance of 12 miles.” The radar con-
troller at the Anapolis AFB was Lt. Hugo Nunes
Freitas and he advised Capt. Viriato that he had
several targets behind his plane, six to one side and
seven to the other.

According to O GLOBO,* Capt. Viriato added that
the targets made 80 degree turns (possibly 180 de-
grees was meant) and that he could not manage to
have a visual contact right ahead of his plane. “No
plane I know can make turns like that at 1000 km/
hr,” he concluded.

One of the traffic controllers, Lt. Valdecir Fernando
Coelho, stated: “In my 14 years of experience as a
radar operator, I never saw anything like this.” ...
Familiar, isn’t it?

At the close of the press meeting, and immediately
following the pilots’ reports, the Air Ministry declared
that no further reports are to be expected on the inci-
dents until the special commission appointed to inves-
tigate the events has reached a conclusion.

* %k % %

The Air Minister

Some unusual and out of character developments
must be pointed out. The Air Minister, Brigadier
Otavio Julio Moreira Lima, after informing the
President of Brazil, José Sarney, of the incident, pro-
ceeded to inform the press that the radar screen of
CINDACTA in Sao Paulo had been saturated, that
jets had been scrambled, and that visual-radar con-
tacts had been established with “balls of light of mul-
tiple colours”.

This is the first time that a high-ranking officer of the
air force of any nation has come forward and admitted
the presence of unidentified objects, and moreover, that
intercept attempts had failed.?>

In addition, the Air Minister carried on his press
conference in a semi-humorous tone, indicating that



he “always wanted to see a UFO as a child”, but ad-
ding “that radar is not subject to optical illusions. The
radar echoes are due to solid objects or to massive
clouds, which were not present that night.”

Strangely enough, the Air Minister, Brig. Moreira
Lima, did not seem concerned about this unchecked
penetration of the Brazilian air space, but was rather
proud of the prompt response of the Air Force to an
alert.”

According to CLARIN,? the decision to release the
news to the public was made personally by President
Sarney, another first.

* L

Conclusions

Although their number is uncertain, numerous
UFOs were observed visually and detected by both
ground and airborne radars. The episode lasted for
near three hours, but the only concrete information is
that they were balls of light of different and changing
colours, which the jet fighters could not really ap-
proach. As in many other cases, the initiation and ter-
mination of the incident were sudden and unexpected.

Weather was good, a clear night without clouds, so
that radar echoes remain unexplained. The number of
echoes was very large, enough to saturate the radar
screens and, according to the Air Minister, corre-
sponded to solid targets.

Nowhere in the original Brazilian newspaper clip-
pings have I found a direct quote about the “pingpong
balls” mentioned in the American press. CLARIN of
Buenos Aires? stated that the UFOs were described
alternatively as stars, football balls, or “pingpong
balls”.

As for the speeds of the UFOs, only two specific
quotes were made by the Brazilian press. The first ref-
ers to the statements made by Colonel Ozires Silva,
who is an aeronautical engineer by training, commen-
ting on his attempt to approach the lights. He indi-
cated that the maximum speed of his plane was 400
km/hr (250mph), while the lights were apparently

moving at a speed of 1500 km/hr (937 mph).®

The second concrete mention of speeds was made
by Major Ney Cerqueira, head of CINDACTA, who
actively participated in the tracking operations.
According to Maj. Cerqueira, “due to technical limi-
tations in the radar equipment” the speeds could not
be determined with precision. “The speeds detected
varied in an interval of 5 to 10 minutes from 150
knots/hr to 800 knots/hr”.5 In miles per hour, this
corresponds to a range of 173 to 921 mph, and
matches well with the information that jets with
speeds of 1000 km/hr (625 mph) were unable to close
on the lights.

The sighting started, according to the Air Ministry,
at 20:50 and ended about midnight, having thus a
total duration of 3 hours.® Finally, the number of
UFOs has been quoted by the media as between 13
and 21. The Air Minister placed the number at 20.7

Since most of the information on which this report
is based was obtained from newspaper clippings,
usually a highly unreliable source, it is necessary to
emphasize that in this particular instance the media
did a very faithful reporting job. Most of the details
were released at the press conference in which the
pilots related their experiences and were directly
questioned by the reporters. The information written
in the different papers is consistent and accurate. In
addition, the Air Ministry released further infor-
mation as a chronology of the events.® Altogether,
then, we are satisfied that the incident occurred as
narrated.
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AN “OBSERVING EYE” IN THE HOUSE

TH[—‘. Spanish mimeographed bulletin Cuadernos de
Ufologia, No. 4/15, issued in March 1986, contains
an account of a small object seen inside a house, in
Spain, in August 1972.

A lady, Amparo Gascon Valldecabrés, who was a
twelve-year-old girl at the time, has only recently re-
vealed the incident to her brother, Juan Marcos Gas-
con Valldecabrés (author of the present account) and
others who, with him, were at that time members of
the Valencia UFO Investigation Group (AVIU).

The witness was staying during her holidays with
her uncle and aunt who had rented a ground-floor
apartment in Losa del Obispo, a village lying some 50
kilometres to the north-east of Valencia. Valencia lies
on the east coast of Spain, at 39 27 N, O. 23 W.

The witness states that, one night during the month
of August 1972, at about 3.00 a.m., while staying in
the house in question, she awoke and went to the toi-
let and, in the corridor outside her room, was con-
fronted with an eye-shaped or almond-shaped object,



of the colour of glowing embers, which was stationary
in the air, at a height of about two metres from the
floor and half a metre from the ceiling. She felt that
the object was “observing” her. She describes it as
about five centimetres long and three centimetres
thick. She detected no sound from it, nor smell, nor
any sensation of heat or cold. Her first impression was
one of mere surprise, but as she stood there and
watched the object, still motionless, she became
scared. After a few minutes, she retreated into her
bedroom and spent an anxious and sleepless night
fearing that it would come in, but it did not, and when
she got up next morning, the object was gone. After
much hesitation, she decided not to tell her parents,
since they “would perhaps not have believed me, or

would have laughed at me.” The only person whom
she told about it was her older sister Inés, but her
brother only chanced to hear about it long afterwards
— in 1980.

A very similar sort of thing, seen in a house in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, was reported by Dr W. Buhler in
1962, and Jennie Zeidman has given us another case,
with almost identical features, from Ohio, US.A., in
1979.
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CLOSE ENCOUNTER AT
PRATO DI PRINCIPATO ULTRA (ITALY),

OCTOBER 1984

Umberto Telarico

(Translation from French)

In FSR30/4 we gave a brief, fifteen-line account of this case, in Signor Edoardo Russo’s /talian Update 1984.
Edoardo Russo is the Foreign Liaison Editor for C.U.N., the Italian National Ufological Centre. The March/April
1986 issue of Lumiéres Dans La Nuit (No. 261/262), which we have recently received, contains a long and most
detailed account of this case, written originally by Umberto Telarico and rendered into French by Maria Toffano.
The material published in FSR is always at the disposal of our good friends in France and Italy and, on the same
basis, we take the liberty now of translating Maria Toffano's French version into English for our readers.

The date of the episode was October 8, 1984. As will be seen, there are certain discrepancies in the two ver-
sions. We can, however, take it as certain that this later and very thorough investigation has provided the
accurate story.

Our thanks and congratulations to CUN in Italy and Jacques Scornaux and to LDLN in France for this most in-
teresting piece of work, and also to a second Italian group, the “SOLARIS” UFO Investigation Group in Naples,
who conducted their own supplementary enquiry. The case occurred in a country area north-east of Naples in
Southern Italy. — EDITOR

PARTICIPANTS: Q: CUN Investigator Umberto
Telarico

A: Eyewitness of episode, Giu-
seppe Cocozza

C: Accompanying CUN Investi-
gators

house, as my wife and my son had gone to the
funeral of my mother-in-law. I didn’t go with
them myself as I had a very painful leg, due to
arthritis. So I decided to go and get some fodder
for my cow, which was in the byre. While 1 was
getting the luccme [ suddenly noticed a man —
an individual — who seemed to be a stranger. |
stood looking at him for a bit, and thinking, for I
had never seen anybody who looked like that.
And then, as I looked at him, I said to myself:
why, this chap’s a madman. Just look — what a
madman!

I had a side-view of him. Then I had the idea
of coughing, so as to get him to turn round.
When he heard me cough, the man turned round

Q: Well now, Don Peppino. Just pretend that there’s
nobody else here in this room with us. It is the
morning of October 8 of this year, and you are
going out to your alfalfa (lucerne) field. Recall in
a loud, clear voice what happened.

A: This is what happened. I had been alone in the
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towards me and then I saw that he had a pair of
a sort of aluminium spectacles in front of his
eyes.

What was his height?

About 1 metre 20, or 1 metre 30.

What distance was he from you?

About 20 metres.

But what was he doing?

In his hand he was holding a little forked rod,
with two teeth, and exploring the ground, swing-
ing this little fork. When he heard me cough, he
turned round and looked at me for a few seconds.
He took three or four steps, and then began to
give off sparks from both sides, like from an elec-
tric welder, and from the other side he shot out
flames, and me, well, when I saw that fire I got
scared, and I stepped backwards, I retreated, very
softly. Two minutes later, as I was stepping back,
I saw a box take off, very fast. It travelled three
or four hundred metres in a second, going absol-
utely straight. Then it landed on the ground
again, further on, beyond a wood.

And approximately how big was this “box”?

It could have been about two metres long, shall
we say, and one metre thirty, or one metre forty
cms. wide.

Was there anything strange about the thing, or
was it a normal “box”?

No. On top of the box, I noticed that there was
what seemed to be like a sort of dish, with two
supports holding it.

Did you hear any noise, any sounds?

No, I heard nothing. The only sound I heard was
from him when he gave out the sparks and made
the sound like “tra-tra-tra”.

Now, let us discuss this individual, that you saw.
You have said that he had a round head, like us.
Was it larger than ours?

It was like our head. But it isn’t certain that it
was a head.

Did he have a neck?

Yes.

Was his body thick-set?

Yes. He was very strongly built, but of small
height: one metre twenty centimetres, or one
metre thirty...

Did you notice any limbs, like arms, legs?

Oh yes, arms and legs. He was bending over
while he was doing that. (Note by Author: the en-
tity raised one leg, and then the other, several
times, and bending the knees, as he manipulated
his instrument.)

Was the length of his arms normal in relation to
his height?

Yes.

Did you notice whether he had fingers like ours,
or whether they were different?

I didn’t see them. He had the forked rod in his
hand. It was of the same colour. (Note by Author:

Fig. 1 Frontal view of the entity, holding his forked rod.
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of the same colour as his body, which was of a
dark hue, covered with long hair.)

Was he holding it by one hand only?

In one hand at first, while he was doing that.
After that, I coughed...

What did you notice that he had on his back?

On his back he had a sort of box from which a
lead ran to the nape of his neck.

And were there other tubes?

Yes, there was another lead there (indicates the
spot on a sketch drawn by the Investigator) which
also went across his back under the box. Then it
seems to me that here (he indicates the protuber-
ance on the site of the mouth) there was a small
tube that was attached to his back, somewhere
near the box.

You saw him from the back...

Yes, I saw it when he turned round.

What was the box like? Was it made in one
piece?

Yes.

Did it have angles, or was it round?

[t was square.

Like a riicksack?

Yes — that’s it. Like a riicksack.

And, tell us, Don Peppino, what did he have on
the front of him?

In front, all I saw was that he was hairy, like a
goat.

Was the hair long?

Yes — long. About 15 cms. long.

Over the whole body?

Yes, yes. Down to here (indicating the feet). And



Fig. 2 Profile view of the entity, showing position of a
possible small tube between the mouth and the pack
on the back.
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Q:

A:

there he had hooves, like the hooves of a donkey
or a goat.

What did he have in front of his face?

In front of his eyes I saw spectacles with a vizor
of, how should I put it — a sort of aluminium
crystal.

Of what shape was it?

It went right across to the ears (indicating on his
own face).

(The Investigator at this point shows him a sketch of
the entity’s “helmet” and the witness sketches roughly
on it the shape of the “spectacles”.)

Qs

A:
Q:
A

Q

Of what colour was his “head”?

Still all the same colour ... dark brown.

And what was it, Don Peppino, that came out
from the sides of the pack on his back?

No. It was from the chap’s sides. He gave out
flashes of the same colour as from a soldering-
iron.

Did the flames come out irregularly?

zOZ © >

Zo

= O

QrQ

>

FQz0 > Q > Oz L

>0P0> © 2020

No. It was continuous. He shot out flames with-
out stopping.

However, he wasn’t emitting flames when you
first saw him?

No. But I'm just telling you what I saw.

So, when he turned round and saw you...

I coughed, and the chap turned round. I watched
him for a moment, and then he took two or three
steps backward and began to make this “zrou,
zrou, zrou” sound, shooting out flames from both
sides.

Did he turn round because he was about to
depart?

Yes. He turned towards me, and he saw me...
And he started to shoot out flames from his sides.
Were the flames very long?

Maybe not as much as a metre, but at least 70-80
cms. of flame, shooting out on the right and left
sides of him.

Flames of what colour?

Of exactly the same colour as when you use a
soldering-iron ... violet-coloured, like you get in
arc-welding with oxygen.

Are you sure the flames did not come from the
pack on his back?

No. No. From his two sides (indicates his own
haunches).

Were there tubes, or holes, there?

Ah, well, that — I didn’t notice that...

But they came in bursts, like this...

Yes, in bursts. “Foumm, foumm, foumm™ ... And
then, after that, “zrow, zrowu, zrou, zrou, zrou”
That was the noise

And his feet?

Maybe of aluminium ... I don’t know...

And the flames ... were they continuous?
Continuous all the time ... fixed, no fire, just
these jets.

Maybe it was just light, and you had the im-
pression that it was flame?

No. There were sparks.

When he saw you, he didn’t start to run?

No. He walked fast, but with short steps...

He never turned back towards you?

[ watched him, right up to that moment, but once
he had passed behind the tree, I lost sight of him
... and I tried to see him ... and then I saw this
sort of box taking off.

How did he walk, how did he move?

Just like a normal person ... but he was too ... his
steps were too fast, but short, not the way people
would walk.

Should we say — like a child?

Well, yes, that’s right...

His gait was in proportion to his height, would
you say?

He walked quickly, but his steps were small be-
cause he was small himself ... he didn’t have legs
like us ... you see what 1 mean?



Q: And while he was holding this instrument, he
was bending his knees?
Yes.
Then, after that, what happened, Don Peppino?
L. Well then, after that, I saw this sort of box taking
off. In one second, it was behind the wood, and
after that I saw nothing more.
So, what did you do after that?
I went back home, and I got my gun, and I put
some cartridges in. I took out the small car-
tridges and put some big ones in instead. And
then I went back there. Showing myself as little
as possible. So as to see more or less whether ...
returned more or less to the spot where it had
happened. I found footprints on the ground. No,
not footprints, but rather, a sort of hoof-marks ...
so queer, I didn’t know whether it was from a
horse, a horseshoe ... or ... anyway, in brief, truly
very queer little hoof-marks. Then, having in the
meantime pushed on a bit further, I saw this out-
line there on the ground (the ma:ks left by the
UFO) as though something had landed there. 1
couldn’t understand what it could be ... I'd seen
that flying box that had landed therc, but me,
well, I couldn’t make out what that was...
So then what did you do next?
What did I do? Well, I returned home. There was
nobody in the house. When my son Michele re-
turned, I sent him over to see the Carabinieri
(Police) at Pratola Serra. But by the evening,
nobody had come, so I sent another of my sons
over to them and told him to say to them: “Come
. because I know what I have seen ... And, if you
don’t, 1 will go somewhere else. And if tomorrow
something serious happens ...” Well anyway, the
Carabinieri did come that evening, and they
even went out to the spot. And then they came
again the next day — I think it was the Lieuten-
ant of Carabinieri. And other people came. The
Italian Air Force. And also some experts, I don’t
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Fig. 3 The forked rod.

know exactly who. That’s all I saw.
Q: Thanks, Don Peppino!
(Tape-recorded  interview,

Telarico.)

transcribed by  Umberto

A RECONSTITUTION OF THE FACTS OF

THE CASE

O;\' the morning of Monday, October 8, 1984, Sig-
nor Giuseppe Cocozza, a 57-year-old Italian
farmer, was alone in his house, his wife and son hav-
ing gone to the funeral of a relative.

At about 7.30 a.m., Signor Giuseppe decided to go
to his field of alfalfa (lucerne), distance some 350
metres from the house, to get some fodder for his cow.
He walks slowly — for he has arthritis in one leg —
along a beaten-earth path flanking the limits of his
property. At about 7.40 a.m., just after a bend in the
path, he halts, for, ahead of him, and on the path,
about twenty metres distant, he perceives an indi-

vidual of unusual appearance. (Fig. 1.) He is about 1
metre 20 cms. in height, is wearing something resem-
bling a helmet on his head, round and of a dark
colour. On his back he is carrying a riicksack — or
box, about 30 cms. by 30 cms. in size, and of the same
colour as the helmet; from the upper part of this riick-
sack or box a sort of tube runs up and joins the hel-
met at the nape of the neck. A second tube emerges
from the lower side and seems to pass between the
riicksack and the back of the entity.

The eyewitness estimates that the diameter of this
“tube” was a little larger than the thickness of a finger
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Fig. 4. The entity departs, emitting flames from his
flanks.

(i.e. about 2 cms.). He also had the impression that
there was a finer tube between the bulge observed at
the place where the mouth would be and the upper
side of the riicksack. However, this is not quite certain.
(Fig. 2.) The rest of the body of the entity appears to
be covered with a sort of hair (like that of a goat,
according to the witness), of a dark brown colour, with
long hairs some 10 cms. to 15 cms. in length. This
personage appears to be engaged in exploring the
ground with the aid of an instrument. This instrument
is shaped like a reversed “T” with two points penetrat-
ing into the ground. (See Fig. 3.) Furthermore, Signor
Cocozza observes that, as the individual is performing
this “work”, he raises his legs alternately, several
times, as though intent on not getting too deeply em-
bedded in the soil on the path, which is fairly soft and
muddy due to stagnant puddles of water.

The eyewitness is greatly disturbed and alarmed by
the presence of this stranger whom we have just de-
scribed. His first thought is that it is a “madman in
disguise”. A few moments later, he tries to provoke
some sort of reaction on the part of the individual: he
coughs, hoping that his presence will induce the per-
sonage to depart. The latter, hearing the cough, halts
and faces round towards Signor Cocozza, showing a
sort of wide slit at the level of the eyes, of a bright alu-
minium colour. Then, a few moments later, he turns
his back on the farmer and departs in the direction of
a clearing among the hazel-bushes. As he walks, he

emits from both sides of him small bluish flames (like
those of a blow-lamp) some 60-70 cms. in length. (See
Fig. 4.) The emission of these flames is continuous and
accompanied by a rhythmic sound (resembling the
sound of an electrical apparatus). The witness, fright-
ened, retreats and loses sight of the entity, which, after
covering a distance of a few metres, vanishes behind a
hazel-bush. About a minute later, Signor Giuseppe
observes a strange flying object which rises into the
sky following an inclined trajectory. The UFO appears
to have taken off from the clump of hazel-bushes some
70 metres or so from the witness. In the space of a few
seconds the strange craft climbs to 500 or 600 metres.
Then, abruptly, it performs an acute-angled turn and
heads towards the mountain range, seemingly towards
the foot of them, as though with the intention of land-
ing again. (Fig. 5.)

The witness describes the UFO as like a parallele-
piped, or a “box” or “case” as he himself calls it, sur-
mounted by a sort of “dish” supported by two tubular
structures. (Fig. 6.) The flying object appeared to be of
a dark brown colour. It emitted no perceptible sound
or light. It is however to be noted that had there been
any sound, if not very loud, it would have been blot-
ted out by the noise of the river Sabato, flowing some
20 metres below the path, and only a few metres
distant.

Signor Cocozza returns home, gets his shot-gun,
and returns to the spot. Then he perceives numerous
strange imprints like those of a long hoof (these are
the marks left by the entity) and a number of holes
spaced at regular intervals (these being the marks left
by the rod carried by the entity). The witness follows
up these traces as far as a clearing among the hazel-
bushes, where he observes other marks, very clearly
imprinted, which he connects with the presence of the
flying object. Then he returns home again and awaits
the arrival 