that at this time it had begun to rain.
It wasn’t until the next morning that
I got goose flesh, when I went to the
spot on the side of the mountain
where it had settled. I had thought
that such an object would surely have
left some tracks, and by George, it
had...And when I saw the marks it
left, I got goose flesh...’

* *What were they like?’

‘* ‘Basically, a burned circle about
one-and-a-half metres in diameter.
Inside this burned circle there were
three points which had been burned
even more, as though they had been
made by tuyéres, by jets or something
of that order...Next to the circle, just
off to one side, there was another
point bumed to great intensity. The
fact that something had landed on
that spot is undeniable. The origin
of this thing or object or ball, or
whatever it was, and where it came
from, are all something else again. I
think this is work for the specialists
to say. I can only affirm and re-affirm
what my wife, a young lady and I
saw, and that it left its tracks behind.
Ah! I almost forgot: the smaller ball
that came out of the bigger one, and
rolled down the mountain, also left
tracks. It burned bushes as it rolled
down the mountain side...’

“Just as the Commander has said,
we visited the spot and saw the
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evidence for ourselves. As it always
happens in these cases, a natural
phenomenon is looked for as the an-
swer, Some people say that the burns
are the result of lightning, but there
is too much against this sort of reason-
ing. In the first place, when Major
Da Lama and his wife and friend saw
the ball, the storm had not begun. In
the second place, where has it ever
been seen that lightning burned the
ground in a circular form, with some
points more burned out than others
and all the points equidistant from
each other? In the third and final
place, since when have lightning flash-
es begun to set on mountain sides, in
the form of luminous balls, giving
off intermittent rays of brilliancy with
regularity?

“Unquestionably the object or ball
seen by Major Da Lama has nothing
whatever to do with lightning...nor
anything similar. Those who know and
write about such things say these
phenomena in the shape or form of
balls, these luminous objects, usually
precede the appearance of UFOs; but
this is only a hypothesis. Some others
may think that what Mr. Da Lama
saw was probably produced by a
meteorite. But the fact that it was
‘winking’ and ‘blinking’ and augment-
ing and diminishing its light intensity
with rhythmic regularity discards this

theory. And above all, a meteorite
couldn’t give off a smaller one once
it had struck the earth. Besides, the
remains of such a heavenly body
would be there for one and all to see...
And there on the mountain side of
the Guadarrama Range the only thing
to see are the tracks of something that
stood there...and then disappeared.

Our thanks to Sr. R-B. Guérard-y-
Holmes, who sent this item to us,
together with a translation.

Sr. Guérard comments:

“In relation to this article about
Comandante José Fidel da Lama, and
the [luminous balls seen on the
Guadarrama Mountain Range, just
about 50 kilometres outside of Madrid,
to the North-West, I went to visit
the reporter this morning. I did not
see him, but spoke to him later by
telephone. He is frankly impressed and
believes every word of it.

“I am convinced that a Comandante
in the Spanish Army would never
try to tell such a story if he weren’t
absolutely sincere. Spanish high off-
icials are extremely conservative and
serious. It is their principal character-
istic.

“ ‘Comandante’ is a rank just
between captain and lieut. colonel;
what the British and Americans would
call a ‘major.’”
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COLD FEET...?

7ITH regard to the perplexing matter of UFO reports, positive steps

have been taken in France (officially and academically) and in the
United States (on a high academic level) for a sane and rational con-
sideration of the problem. In recent Editorial leaders we have had to
record the fact that Britain, by both attitude and example, lags far
behind the times, but we have also taken encouragement from the
fact that a very fair article, albeit short, about Dr. Hynek’s UFO Center
found its way into the pages of Nature.

Furthermore, we have been appreciative of some of the recorded
utterances of bright young scientists, like Dr. John Taylor of Kings
College, London University, and Dr. Hasted of Birkbeck College in the
same university, with regard — for example — to the Uri Geller phen-
omenon, which has its own place in the UFO phenomenon. At the
same time, however, there was the strange affair of the Targ/Puthoff
report in Nature, which, it seemed, was sorely afflicted as a result of an
attack of cold feet suffered by its publisher. Subsequent events have
added substance to this idea, for Dr. Taylor himself revealed in the
colour supplement to The Observer of April 6, 1975, that a paper
which he submitted to Nature on the progress of his investigations and
experiments on metal bending, as achieved by Geller and others, was
rejected.

Plummetting from the lofty plateaux occupied by Nature and The
Observer, we have recently had a chance to consider what could have
been yet another attack of the cold-foot ‘virus,” this time in the News
of the World. We knew something about the article which had been
projected for publication in that newspaper: its author, Mike Cable, a
charming young man who normally specializes in light entertainment
and music, approached FSR for ideas and assistance. Your Editor had
two meetings with Mr. Cable, and discussed ideas and views, and a
number of case histories, with him.

After those discussions we were not surprised by the line that was
taken in the first part of the article (News of the World for March 16,
1975): the latent perils in outer space, and the possibility that any
advanced civilisations that located us might want us as zoological or
laboratory specimens. The views of Professors Hewish and Kopal were
quoted: ““Should we hear the Space 'phone ring to precede a visitation
from outer space, then for God’s sake let’s not answer,”” together with
admonitions not to heed space *‘radio’ messages — which could be
nothing but deception — and warnings that we would be well-advised to
make ourselves as inconspicuous as possible, even to the extent of
closing down radio and TV, and other wireless signalling.

The article also contained observations by Dr. Hynek, who described
his changing attitude, over the years, to UFO reports, while “flying




































































































