were preparing Uri at an early date to
be a channel for their purposes.

Puharich was initiated into the
Brahmin priesthood several years prior
to his contacts with the computerized
intelligences. It is known that the
Brahmins have made much study of
the elementals.

Riley Crabb said he will be dis-
cussing the subject of ‘Uri’ and
mentioning some of my queries and
analyses in his “‘Round Robin” of
January 1975 and as he is a doctor of
metaphysics in the Order of St. Luke
the Physician his comments should be
interesting and instructive.

It certainly seems that the UFO
phenomenon cannot be kept entirely
to our material “nuts and bolts” —
as you put it — for elucidation.
Sincerely,

Phyllis D. Dixon

Flat 2, 108 Titirangi Road,
New Lynn, Auckland 7.
New Zealand.

24th November, 1974

A plan to promote co-operation
between UFO groups

Dear Sir,—With regard to your
editorial article **Behind the Times,”
I feel we should not be too pess-

imistic about the position of this
country in relation to the UFO
phenomena. It is true that there seems
to be no official body examining
sightings in detail and indeed, a recent
communique I received from the
Ministry of Defence, went to great
lengths to make clear that they do
not, “pursue investigations to a point
where definite correlation with a known
natural phenomena is obtained.” Their
figures still show a steady 10% of
unexplained reports since 1959 and
the basis of the previous statement
we may consider some of the remain-
ing 90% with scepticism \

There are still a number of UFO
investigation groups scattered about
the country trying to do their best
to record the information, and until
recently one of the major problems
has been the lack of communication
between these groups. The idea of the
Union of Northern Observers was to
improve the flow of information from
group to group and increase the co-
operation between them. This has been
functioning for several months now
and has the support of practically
every UFO group north of Birmingham
and several further south. Indeed it is
felt necessary to alter the name and
make the scheme non-geographic.

UNO is not a group and there are

no rules or membership fees. The
major ideas in operation are regular
group to group communication via
cassette tape, and the publication of
monthly newsletters which collate all
the news from local groups and bring
it to the attention of all those in-
volved. In these ways sighting inform-
ation is far more quickly circulated,
and major cases do not become the
sole property of one group, not being
released until many months later when
to all intents and purposes they are
dead.

UNO is fully co-operating with
national groups such as BUFORA,
and there is every hope that very soon
every UFO group in Britain will be
“unified"”in this way. If we cannot
have an official investigative body,
then we must at least make the best
use of what organisation we have.
By presenting to science, as we intend
to do, detailed reports and statistics
on all major cases, we hope to slowly
gain respect and recognition for the
phenomenon, Britain may be behind
the times but the UFO phenomenon,
whatever it may be, takes no account
of that.

C. Randles,

Secretary, Union of Northern
Observers

48 Park Drive, Manchester M16 0AH
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CHANGING WORLD

I N our last issue (Vol. 20, No. 3, see the World Round-up feature)
we drew the attention of our readers to the fact that the respected
journal Nature was to publish — indeed, had published by the time we
went to press — a paper on experiments concerning the powers claimed
by Uri Geller. The contributors of the paper were Drs. R. Targ and H.
Puthoff of the Stanford Research Institute (SRI), California.

Our particular interest in Uri Geller stems from the claim that he is a
UFO contactee, and that he gets his powers from UFO entities, whatever
and wherever they may be. This is a claim made by Dr. Andrija
Puharich — himself an admitted contactee — in the book Uri (W.H. Allen
& Co., Ltd., London).

The paper on Geller was published in Nature, Vol. 251, No. 5476, of
October 18, 1974, in which the leading article “‘Investigating the para-
normal’” was devoted to an explanation as to why the paper was
accepted or, as some might suggest, an apology for having accepted
it — in spite of the highly critical comments by the three referees to
whom it was first submitted.

The explanations seemed reasonable enough:

“The authors have clearly attempted to investigate under laboratory
conditions phenomena which, while highly implausible to many scientists,
would nevertheless seem worthy of investigation...”

Also: “Very considerable advance publicity — it is fair to say not
genemicd by the aulhors or their institute — has prcceeded the present-
ation of this report...” leaving the impression that SRI was *...engaged in

a major resecarch programme into parapsychological maucrs. and had
even been the scene of a remarkable breakthrough in this field. Ihe
publication of this paper, with its muted claims, suggestions of
limited research programme and modest data...put the whole matter in
more reasonable perspective.”

And so on,

The Targ/Puthoff paper did not cover investigations into Uri
Geller’s activities in the realms of metal bending, watch “repairing,”
etc., which we know have been carried out at SRI.

In the Nature editorial leading article the belief was expressed that
the journal’s readers expected the occasional “high-risk” type of paper,
publication of which did not imply an establishment seal of approval,
but rather “served notice on the community that there is something
worthy of their attention and scrutiny.” The leading article also gives a
big pat on the back to the New Scientist, which had published that same
week (issue of October 17, 1974) the investigations into Uri Geller by
its Technology Policy Editor, Dr. Joseph Hanlon.

In that particular issue of New Scientist the reader is confronted by
Mr. Geller looking out from the cover, and inside, by a collection of



































































































