again it was gone or camouflaged
against all those stars.

*“It was possibly an optical illusion,
but I think I saw something resembling
lightning bolts shooting out of the
lighted object. I hope you will check
other peoples observations to see if
they saw anything resembling this.”
—Credit: Albert Hanohano IJr. of

Honolulu, who had additional
information for us in his letter of
April 13—

“There is one little item missing
from the reports and that is that one
of the UFOs was photographed by
a commercial airline pilot who was
in the vicinity. This report of the
alleged UFO film was mentioned

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE

constantly on the radio newscasts,
but has not appeared in any news
media since that time. It was also
reported on January 23 (6.0 p.m.
news, channel 9) that at 1.30 p.m. five
Air Force officers observed a group
of UFOs in formation over Hickam
AFB. This item has not been men-
tioned since.”
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CAUTIOUS PIONEER

THE contrariness of fate has ensured that two of the least significant of
all UFO reports will go down in the history of the subject as two of the
most important on record.

Press coverage of the sightings reported from the marshy country
around Dexter and Hillsdale, near Ann Arbor, Michigan, in March 1966, was
presented with such vigour that the United States Air Force scientific con-
sultant on UFOs was sent to investigate the incidents. When the consultant
—Dr. J. Allen Hynek, the Director of Northwestern University’s Dear-
born Observatory—arrived at Dexter, he found the place in an uproar, with
an atmosphere bordering on hysteria. He was pitchforked into an investiga-
tion in impossible conditions, with hordes of newspaper men and photo-
graphers jostling and badgering him wherever he went.

The explosion of interest stemmed from the publicity given to the UFO
events of the previous months, and also from the official explanations of
some of these incidents which had invoked both amused comment and a
great deal of scorn. Small wonder, then, that the reporters at Dexter pounced
on Dr. Hynek’s speculation that observers may have witnessed the sponta-
neous combustion of marsh gas.

The furore which followed was probably responsible for the Hearing on
UFOs by the Armed Services Committee of the House of Representatives
and, consequently, for the establishment of the University of Colorado
Investigation. This, then, is one very good reason for the elevation to import-
ance of the otherwise unimportant Michigan cases.

Another reason for their enhanced importance is that they were respon-
sible for the timely emergence from the shadows of Dr. Hynek.

For the best part of twenty years the Dearborn astronomer has held the
post of Air Force consultant. Although he has been a watchdog working
quietly behind the scenes, his comments on important cases have been made
public from time to time, and he has become the butt of both eager UFO
“buffs” and serious investigators. Frequently he has been castigated for a
supposedly hyper-critical approach to the subject, and even more frequently he
has been labelled debunker of UFOs for the U.S. Air Force. The fact remains
that he had access to far more reports—and better detailed ones—than most
of his critics. And his critics, who expected him to maintain a rigidly orthodox
view, were not aware that through the years his personal attitude had changed
from extreme scepticism to a realisation that the persistence of reliable and
puzzling global reports indicated that there is a very real case to be examined.
To borrow his often used radio analogy: somewhere among the background
“noise” there is a signal to be detected—and amplified.

By a stroke of luck Dr. Hynek was given a chance to put a carefully
prepared case for the subject at the Washington Hearing: he seized his
opportunity with courage. Since then, detractors—many of them unknown
to bona fide researchers and from whom little or nothing had been heard
previously on the subject—have given voice to their opinions that he waited
too long before airing his views.



It is the opinion of this ReviEw that Dr. Hynek’s
timing was excellent. Immediately before the advent
of the Michigan cases of March, 1966, successive
waves of UFO visitations had made a sharp impact on
the public. Consider what could have happened even
three years ago had he ventured a statement on the need
for a thorough, sensible—and expensive—investigation
of the problem. Flying saucers were unfashionable and
“ridiculous’” at the time, and there is little doubt that
he would have been ostracized by his fellow scientists,
and that his jobs would have been in jeopardy. Further-
more, there were many who, given such an opportunity,
would have seen to it that the whole tiresome UFO
business was swept under the carpet along with the
Hynek reputation.

Since the establishment of Dr. Condon’s Colorado
University Investigation, Dr. Hynek has carefully
publicised his position, notably in the Foreword to
Jacques and Janine Vallée’s Challenge to Science
and in an excellent article in Saturday Evening Post
of December 17, 1966. In the latter he presented cases
from Air Force files which underline the fact that,
despite a statement to the contrary at the Hearing,
there are unsolved cases in official records where radar
had confirmed important sightings. He also confirmed
that the U.S. Air Force working hypothesis is that
UFOs are nothing novel, and that they, hoaxes apart,
are misidentifications of conventional objects or
natural phenomena.

This underlines the statement made by Dr. J. Mac-
Donald, the University of Arizona atmospheric physicist,
when speaking to the American Society of Newspaper
Editors on April 22, that the CIA had added a recom-
mendation to the Robertson Report of January 1953
that flying saucers should be debunked at every opportu-
nity. That regulation is still rigidly adhered to by
Project Blue Book, and with such a restricting influence
behind the Dayton scene, it is obvious that Dr. Hynek
was in an uneviable position. He extricated himself
from that position by his astute handling of the situa-
tion that arose, and a new respectability has now been
accorded the subject. The world at large, which had
once been hoodwinked into believing that flying saucers
were only a music hall joke, has been warned that they
are a real and ever-present problem.

Will the warning be heeded? We hope so. Public,
governments and investigators alike would do well to
heed Dr. Hynek’s words when he points out that we
might well be pitting our wits against something “we
as yet cannot explain or conceive of . . .”” He stresses
that we have experienced vast changes in the last 100
years, and asks: “Who can say what startling facts we
will learn . . . in the next 100 years?”

We echo his premise that we may well be dealing
with an advanced technology, and that our twentieth
century knowledge, staggering as it is, would be
singularly ill-fitted to cope with the technology of the
next century, let alone a thirtieth century technology.

presumably on a University bursary.

explanations.

WHEN THE CLAMPS WENT ON...

In mid-April this year, atmospheric physicist Dr. James MacDonald of the Department of
Meteorology, University of Arizona, Tucson, sent us a copy of an address which he was to deliver
to the American Society of Newspaper Editors at Washington, D.C. on Saturday, April 22.
Dr. MacDonald has been conducting a one-man whirlwind investigation of the UFO problem,

MacDonald’s impressive document shows how, during researches among Blue Book files,
he discovered a secret recommendation from the CIA in January 1953, that flying saucers should
be debunked. This was necessary, because after the 1952 wave, an effort had to be made to keep
the intelligence channels clear of unwanted clutter during the Korean war. This instruction was
never withdrawn, and, as we know, the debunking has gone on unabated. MacDonald suggests
this was a “‘foul-up rather than something more sinister.

The cudgels are also wielded against Dr. Menzel for his “unscientific”” attitude and against
science writer Klass for his fireball/plasma theories.

A series of well-attested cases are quoted to demonstrate ridiculous Project Blue Book

Although this document seems to have been circulated freely since April, Flying Saucer Review
does not have supplies so please do not write to us for copies.

































































































