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SOLEM CONTACT CLAIM
Paul Solem’s first UFO contact occurred in June
when he, his wife, and his brother-in-law ob-
served three round, glowing objects speeding to-
ward them over a field at Solem’s ranch in Howe,
Idaho. At a distance of 500 feet two of the UFOs
veered away over Saddle Mountain in the north,
leaving the other to hover in the air in front of the
witnesses. Impulsively Solem framed a mental ques-
tion: “Who are you? Where are you from?” A voice
inside his head replied, “We are from another planet.
You will hear from us later.”

Four years went by before Solem heard anything
further. In the fall of 1952, seeing a multi-colored
light in the sky over his ranch, he followed the UFO
for three miles until it landed in the Lost River Sinks.
As it came to rest on the ground, the lights dimmed
and went out, and Solem saw a metallic disc reflected
in the moonlight. Next to it was a person whom he
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first took to be a woman. It turned out instead to be a
man with long blond hair, clothed in a white uniform.

The UFO being—now speaking orally rather than
telepathically—asked to be addressed as “Paul 2.”
He told Solem that as a Venusian he held the rank of
“angel” and that Solem himself, a Venusian in a past
life, had been a spiritual teacher on that planet. In this
life his task would be to work with the Indians of
North and South America in preparing for the build-
ing of the City of Zion, a postapocalyptic utopian
social order in which money would be outlawed and
all people would live communally.

For Solem this would be the first of many contacts.
Over the next 17 years he wandered through the
Western states, spoke with Indians and contactees,
gathered small groups of followers, and generally
avoided the limelight in which other contactees of the
period were basking.

Solem first came to public view in July 1969 when a
series of campfire meetings at the edge of Fort Hall
Indian Reservation in Idaho attracted the attention
of local newspapers. Accompanied by several Indi-
ans, Solem spoke to the crowds about a coming mass
migration of Indians north from Mexico and Central
and South America. As foretold in Hopi prophecy,
the migration, led by the 130-year-old Etchata Etchana,
would come in the wake of a huge fire and explosion
which will herald the coming of the “True White
Brother.” The True White Brother will be carrying a
set of stone tablets to match those given the Hopi
4500 years ago by the Great Spirit Maasau. On this,
the Day of Purification, only those who have re-
mained true to the traditional ways will survive.

In a meeting attended by Idaho State Journal reporter
Barbara Boren on the evening of July 12, Solem
“called” the UFO beings. They replied telepathically,
“Paul, you are doing the best you can to get the
message across.” Boren wrote that she saw two “star-
like moving lights” high in the air.

Not long afterwards Solem left for Hotevilla, Arizo-
na, where he said the Venusians had ordered him to
go. There he met with Chief Dan Katchongva, 108,
the leader of the traditionalist Sun Clan, the smallest
of the five Hopi clans. Katchongva went on to preside
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over a stormy gathering in which the younger mem-
bers laughed at Solem’s claims. The chief defended
Solem. “This is all part of our religion,” he insisted.

Among those who listened seriously to Solem was
Titus Lamson. Five or six months earlier, he testified,
he had seen a brilliantly lighted object sail over
Hotevilla moving in a westerly direction. A saucer-
shaped construction with a dome and aerial on top, it
became transparent as he watched it. Inside he could
see the back of someone dressed in a gray “skijump
outfit.” The man, who wore blond hair reaching to
his shoulders, was facing an instrument panel. The
object descended slowly until it nearly touched the
ground and then disappeared over a ridge. Lamson
set out to search for it with a flashlight but could not
find it.

To traditionalist Hopi like Lamson and Katchongva,
UFOs played an integral role in the lore of their
people. Thousands of years ago, according to Hopi
belief, survivors of a vast flood which had decimated
the tribe split and migrated in four directions: north,
south, east, and west. Only one group managed to
complete the migration, which led them all the way to
the North Pole and—under the guidance of a bril-
liant star—back to what is now Old Oraibi, Arizona.

The star was the vehicle in which the Great Spirit
Maasau traveled. When Maasau landed, he drew a
petroglyph on Second Mesa. It showed a maiden with
the traditional butterfly hairdo in a wingless dome-
shaped vessel. This signified, he said, the coming of
Purification Day (similar to the Christian Day of
Judgment) when the faithful would fly to other plan-
ets in “ships without wings.” The Great Spirit went
on to explain that other worlds are inhabited and that
Hopi prayers are received there.

The issue of Solem’s contacts and their relationship
to the Hopi prophecy split the clan. Katchongva
viewed the matter philosophically, remarking that
the division itself was fulfilling the prophecy, which
said there would be three divisions among the Hopi
before the coming of the True White Brother. The
first division, in 1906, had been between the tradi-
tionalists and the modernists. The former were forced
to leave Oraibi and move to Hotevilla. What now was
occurring was the second division.
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For his part Solem left a few weeks later for Prescott
to work with Indians and whites to further the message.

This was the state of affairs when some months
later—in August 1970—a deluge of UFO sightings
hit the Prescott area. Solem and his Hopi friends
believed that the space people had done this deliber-
ately. Shortly before, Chief Dan had ordered 10,000
copies of the Hopi prophecy to be distributed to
world leaders. The UFOs had come to confirm the
accuracy of the prophecy.

Among the sightings was this one, witnessed on
August 7 by Joe Kraus of the Prescott Courier: “I stood
in a backyard in Prescott with several neighbors and
watched spellbound for almost a half hour. ... It
looked like a star—almost. It rose in the sky, stopped,
hovered, wavered to one side and then continued
across the sky repeating the maneuvers. . . . A flying
saucer? Yes, if we could believe our eyes.”

The UFO had appeared ostensibly in response to a
mental communication from Solem, who had spent
the previous 15 minutes gazing into the sky and
calling the space people. Finally Solem shouted to
Kraus and the others, “They’re here! I can’t see them
yet, but I know they’re here. One just said, ‘We're
here, Paul.’ There are several people in the saucer. I
can hear them talking.”

Not more than two minutes later, Kraus reported in
the lead story in the August 9 issue of the Courier, “a
star appeared in the sky that wasn’t there before.” As
the group watched it, Solem repeated words allegedly
received from a being aboard the ship:

My name is Paul 2, fourth in command of all
ships that enter the atmosphere of the planet
called earth. We come to lend credence and asa
sign or token that the Hopi prophecy was of a
divine nature. Great sorrow and fear will be
coming to this planet very soon and few will
escape it. Our leader as spoken of in Hopi
prophecy is already here on earth in mortality
and is known as the Apostle John, the same as in
the New Testament. The white brother shall be
introduced by a huge fire and the earth shall
quake at his arrival. We are of the 10 lost tribes
and we will return for several nights unless
there is contempt for us.

Kraus wrote that when Solem ceased speaking, the
“star” blinked out.

The Rev. John Foster, a Baptist minister visiting the
area from Phoenix, reported seeing an erratic pulsat-
ing light moving across the sky. Others saw objects
zigzagging through the air and executing dramatic
maneuvers. Courier photographer Chuck Roberts took
a picture of a UFO crossing the path of the satellite
Pegasus.

Irene Wood reported the most spectacular sighting:

We were on a hill on De Merse Street and at
8:15 pM. we saw a huge brilliant mass of light
looking as big as three moons coming very fast
from just over Thumb Butte. It seemed almost
over Prescott and went to the east. It halted and
a huge mass detached itself and fell straight
down behind the hills.

We came back in the house and at 8:30 we saw
another smaller object that was reddish color
with a glow. No blinking lights either. It came
from exactly the same position and went the
same route as the first. But when it got to the
place where the first mass had detached its load,
it let down six small red objects. There were no
breakages apparent. Just as the thing hovered,
the six fell and they were spaced exactly the
same distance apart. At one time we saw four of
these things in the sky at one time.

On the night of August 9 a hundred persons watched
Solem contact the space people. Soon afterwards
they saw lights which they believed to be UFOs.

The next day Chief Dan, his counselor Ralph
Tawangyawma, and interpreter Caroline Tawangyawma
arrived in Prescott to see the UFOs for themselves.
Solem told them the spaceships would show up if the
sky cleared. But that night was overcast. Rain clouds
stayed over Prescott for the next few days, breaking
only on the last night the chief and his companions
were in the city. The clouds broke around 10:30 p.m.
Solem then stepped outside and a few minutes later
was heard to shout, “Here they come!” A group of 15
persons waiting at the door saw a bright light sailing
overhead.
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According to witness Nonnie Skidmore, “The craft
came in a rolling motion like a moon and was about
500 to 800 feet off the ground. It came from the north
to south, then turned by the side of the house due
west. It climbed and turned off its light like a light
bulb.” Two young Indians—Alvis Smith, an Apache,
and Joe Manuel, a Pima—who had been talking with
Chief Dan, came forth publicly to back up the report
as did a white couple who had seen the light from a
different vantage point.

On the other hand, not everyone was swept up in the
enthusiasm. Red Cloud Mason of Williams, Arizona,
wrote in response to a Fate article about the events
surrounding Solem:

Many persons . . . do not feel Mr. Paul Solem is
all he is pretending to be. . . . Many of us went
out when he “called” the saucers into view and
we did not see these nor [sic] anything unusu-
al. . . . Mr. Solem claims he brought saucers into
this area. People saw strange lights in different
parts of this country long before Mr. Solem
made such claims [Mason, 1971].

UFO sightings in Prescott ceased around the middle
of the month. Solem’s supporters claimed that he had
predicted as much. Looking back on the flap, the
Courier's Kraus discounted conventional explanations
for the incidents and expressed puzzlement.

That fall Solem continued to live in Prescott, travel-
ing occasionally with the chief and others to reserva-
tions where they sought to convince residents of the
imminent coming of the True White Brother. In
October they went to Santo Domingo Pueblo in New
Mexico, where the chief spoke these words:

We have seen the flying saucers and have heard
their message to us. We know they are real as
their pictures were drawn upon stone for all to
see near Old Oraibi in the very beginning. We
know the faithful are to be gathered to escape
Purification Day. We give you our testimony
and all that we tell you is true so you have no
excuse that you were not told.

Nevertheless things had begun to sour for Solem,
Chief Dan, and their followers. A further split in the
ranks of the Traditionalists lessened their already
modest numbers. The chief declared this to be the
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prophesied “third division” which would open the
way for the migration and the great “earth eruption”
to follow. In November the Venusians complained
that the message had not been spread as quickly as it
should have. Solem hoped to remedy this with a
conclusive demonstration. “This one will be in broad
daylight,” he promised, “and we’ll have reporters
and cameramen from the big networks so there won’t
be any question any longer. This time we’ll try to
bring the ship to within a hundred feet.” In the words
of Chief Dan’s secretary, Nonnie Skidmore, “This is
the greatest event in the solar system right now”
(Clark, 1971).

The demonstration, scheduled for Easter Sunday
1971 and announced as the first of four, proved a
fiasco. The landings were to take place on a field
outside Prescott, but when Solem went to the site, he
found bulldozers there. He furiously demanded their
immediate departure. They were moved, but the
UFOs never showed up.

Afterwards Solem issued a press release which blamed
the bulldozers for the Venusians’ nonappearance. He
cancelled the other landings, dropped out of sight,
and was heard from no more.

Meanwhile the Hopi Tribal Council ousted Chief
Dan from his position as leader of the Sun Clan.
Council members said his association with Solem and
his fantastic claims had damaged the tribe’s image
(Keel, 1974).
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