were. Night flying was still rare and daring in 1934,
Conventional aeroplanes were equipped with landing
lights very similar to automobile headlights. These
would not have been bright enough to provide a
satisfactory explanation for the brilliant UFO lights.
Customarily, ‘landing lights are not kept on while
the plane is aloft.

Instrumental and navigational aids were also crude
in 1934. Only a few hardy pilots dared to venture
into even a mild rainstorm in those days. Most of
the planes then in use were clumsy biplanes with
open cockpits. They were short-ranged and quite
inefficient machines. Airborne radios were not widely
employed, being heavy, expensive and cumbersome
to handle by a single pilot in a small plane. Never-
thzless, the ghostfliers were equipped with radios and
their broadcasts were intercepted throughout Scan-
dinavia. Some of the planes described by the wit-
nesses were obviously larger than any known air-
craft of the period, with the exception of the China
Clipper which was then in the early stages of devel-
opment.

Unlike conventional pilots, the ghostfliers were
seemingly fond of operating in impossibly difficult
weather. One even circled over New York City dur-
ing a heavy snowstorm on Tuesday, December 26,
1933. The New York 7imes devoted nearly a full
column to the story on December 27, naming wit-
nesses and giving the full details.

The plane was first heard circling above Park
Avenue and 122nd St. at 9.30 a.m. Numerous wit-
nesses bzgan to call the National Broadcasting Com-
pany. Reports continued until 2.25 p.m., meaning
that the mystery plane had circled low over Man-
hattan in a blinding snowstorm for five full hours.
An amazing endurance feat, if nothing else. “All
airports were notified,” the Times said, “and at
Newark Airport the radio operators from the
Department of Commerce and airlines joined in
offering what help they could. Beacons on the field
were lighted and searchlights flashed through the
white smother of snow. . . . All fields in the Metro-
politan district reported there had been no flying
during the day, and no stray plane had dropped
down from the snowy skies.”

There were other puzzling incidents of this type.
Researcher Charles Flood found the following item
in the Portland, Oregon, Oregonian, February 15,
1936:

“MYSTERY PLANE BATTLES sNow—Cody, Wyoming,

Feb. 14 (AP). An unidentified airplane tonight
battled a raging blizzard and 20 below weather

over Cody as residents here attempted to guide it
to the local airport, about three miles from town.

“The ship was heard roaring over the city at
about 6 p.m. (Mountain Standard Time). After it
circled several times, the sound of its motors faded
and it was not heard again for almost an hour.
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