aircraft was photographed in 1931 (see Part Two of this
series).

There are numerous other phantom aeroplane reports
from the 1920’s and 1930’s emanating from other parts
of the world, and this suggests that the Scandinavian-
style operation could have been repeated in Europe and
North America.

Ivan T. Sanderson recently attempted to tie together
the various reports of phantom ships and submarines
over the years to support a speculation that some form
of super-civilisation exists under the seas.* Ray Palmer
has for years advocated the concept that there is a hole
in the North Pole and that some UFOs originate there.
The 1934 Scandinavian wave can be used as new
“proof™ for any of these theories . . . and probably will
be. It cannot, however, be easily accepted by those who
believe in the extraterrestrial hypothesis. Those believers
will undoubtedly dismiss the whole affair as the work of
Germany or the Soviet Union even though anyone who
is willing to spend an hour in a public library can learn
that neither of those countries had the capability of
launching and sustaining the Scandinavian overflights
in 1933-34.

Only one basic fact can really be established from
these reports: the ghostfliers originated to the North of
the Arctic Circle and returned to that region.

Other Ghostfliers of the 1930s

In previous sections of this series we discussed typical
phantom aeroplane reports from England and the
United States. In his article Over rthe Borderline,
published in Unknown magazine, September 1939,
Fortean Eric Frank Russell cited many of the UFO
events recorded in 1938. “In July 1938, he wrote, “an
‘unknown aeroplane’ flew over Croydon, London ( Daily
Herald), its noise fading eastward. Note that what
passed over in the night was not necessarily an aero-
plane, but definitely was a noise resembling that of a
plane. Exactly one year earlier (Daily Telegraph)
‘unknown planes’ made strange mechanical noises in
the darkness over Hendon, London.™

Scandinavia was plagued by a long succession of
UFO-type manifestations throughout the 1930s. Con-
sider this item from the Vastermanland Lans News,
October 10, 1936: A strange light phenomenon has
been observed over a meadowland in the area of Kani-
kebo near the community of Moklinta. Several times in
recent weeks people have observed a reddish light,
sometimes almost dazzling, on dark evenings between
the hours of 8.00-9.00 p.m. The light rises slowly and
increases little by little in size and strength until finally
a clear glowing ball the size of a coffee-saucer is visible.
Sometimes it dies out slowly, expiring completely only
to rise again in nearby places. A scientist will investigate
the area by aeroplane.”

A month later the same newspaper carried this follow-
up report: ““November 10, 1936. Vasteras. No cause has
been found for the mysterious ‘light bodies’ in Moklinta.
Some of the residents are convinced the phenomenon is
caused by the bones buried in the immediate vicinity
and said to be thousands of years old.”

Norway also shared the flap of November 1936.

81.) November 21, 1936. Harstad, Norway. Reports of a

mysterious light have arrived from several different places.
The Norwegian Telegraphic Agency correspondent learned
of the sightings during an interview with the Sixth Division.
An inquiry into the reports is being conducted by the county
constabulary. The division has also received a message about
mysterious lights seen Tuesday evening outside Tromso.

There is every reason to believe that the observations are
real. During the last sighting in upper Norway many people
received mysterious radio signals. Earlier speculations that
these signals were a Russian military code are disputed.

Radio Signals

Mysterious radio signals had accompanied the 1933-
34 ghostflier activity. The Hudiksvalls News reported on
January 1, 1934:

“Radio listeners in Umea have been receiving
conversations on their loudspeakers containing infor-
mation about the ghostfliers, indicating their intelligence
service is modern. The conversations are on the wave-
length of a gramophone programme in Umea and
discussed meeting at a special point.”

These “pirate’” radio broadcasts were heard by others
in Norrbyskar, Hedesunda, Nordmaling and Halsing-
tuna that month on the 230-275 and 900 metre bands.
In some cases the phantom broadcasters spoke in
broken Swedish.

The haughty New York Times was already in the early
1930s rattling its sabre for war, particularly against
Japan, and it repeatedly cited “‘rumours’” which were
never mentioned in the Scandinavian press. On
November 20, 1934, the New York Times carried a
dispatch datelined Helsingfors, Finland, claiming that
the ghostflier had “‘revived rumours of Soviet naval
armaments on the Arctic coast.” It also commented
on the “equally deep mystery surrounding wireless
signals, supposedly of a military nature, in the Arctic.”
These signals were ‘“‘solved by Finnish radio experts,”
the newspaper said. “They located the sending stations
on the German Baltic coast near Koenigsberg. The
signals are believed here to have been in connection
with German experiments to perfect military aviation.”
Then this brief item was tagged onto the ghostflier
story:

“Berlevaag, Finnmark, Norway, November 19 (AP).
The mystery of ‘ghost’ airplanes and ships at sea
deepened tonight when it was reported two warships,
not Norwegian, were observed last night from the
outermost islands in the Arctic Ocean to the north.”

Time—and the historical record—vindicated both
Germany and the Soviet Union as possible sources of
the ghostflier phenomenon. Years earlier, in 1921, the
New York Times fussed over the appearance of a
*“Bolshevist aeroplane™ which circled Paris. **For some
obscure reason” the French meteorological office issued
a notice to the press stating that, **An aeroplane flying
at a great height passed over Paris about 9.45 on March
5, making a semi-circular tour of the city from the south-
west to the west-north-west side. As it went the plane
left behind it a trail of smoke which at times resembled
a ribbon and at other times a featherlike cloud.”
(Sounds like a contrail.) “A mystery is being made as to
why meteorological experts should wish to know about
this airplane, but they are apparently very anxious to
learn its type and characteristics, its exact trajectory, its
height and speed between 9.45 and 10 o’clock and, lastly,


















